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Benoni H. Austin6 (Caleb5, Benoni4, 
John3, John2, Robert1) was born 9 May 
1791 in Rhode Island, the son of Capt. 
Caleb Austin and Sarah Case of West 
Greenwich. He died 3 Jan 1887 in 
Woodstock, CT. The Notes of Edith 
Austin Moore state that he ran a silk 
mill in Woodstock and was a prominent 
Methodist. Connecticut census records 
1850–1880 give his occupation as 
“farmer”. He married Elizabeth Blan
chard and they had eight children. 

John Austin7 (Benoni H.6, Caleb5, 
Benoni4, John3, John2, Robert1) was 
born 27 Feb.1811 in Rhode Island. He 
married Lurancy Hall. Census records 
of Windham, CT give his occupation as 
factory worker (1850), boarding house 
keeper (1860), farmer (1870). In 
Woodstock, CT (1880) he is a farmer, 
living next to his father, Benoni. 
John died 16 February 1900 in  
Willimantic, CT. 

Van Ness Austin8 (John7, Benoni H.6, 
Caleb5, Benoni4, John3, John2, Robert1), 
born 8 Oct 1834 in Connecticut, is 
listed in the Windham, CT 1860 census 
as a clerk, and in 1870 as a dry goods 
merchant. He was married to Cornelia 
Morris; they had four children. In 1880 
he is a “widow” living with his father, 
John, in Woodstock. He died 20 Jan 
1892 in Lynn, MA. 

Arthur Perley Austin9 (Van8, John7, 
Benoni H.6, Caleb5, Benoni4, John3, 
John2, Robert1 ) was born 30 Jan 1857 
in Willimantic, CT. In 1880 he is a la

borer, married to Myrtie Vinton and 
they are living with his wife’s parents 
in Woodstock. Arthur and Myrtie had 
four children. In 1900 he and his family 
are in Southbridge, MA, where in 1910 
he is said to be a “mounter at optical 
works”. In 1920 and 1940 he is living in 
Southbridge with his daughter Maude 
and her husband Maurice Small, “fore
man, optical works”. Arthur died in Oc
tober 1941. 

Forrest VanNess Austin10 (Arthur9, 
Van8, John7, Benoni H.6, Caleb5, Benoni4, 
John3, John2, Robert1) was born 14 June 
1881 in North Woodstock, CT. He mar
ried Edith Weaver 25 August 1902. In 
the 1920 census of Lynn, MA his occu
pation is “electrician”. Forrest and Edith 
drowned at Providence Lake, Carroll, 
New Hampshire on 8 August 1927.
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Five Generations of an Austin Family 
Descendants of Robert Austin of Kingston, Rhode Island 

Arthur Perley Austin 28, Van Ness Austin 50 
John Austin 74, Forrest V. Austin 5, Benoni H. Austin 94 

Picture taken July 26, 1885 
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Mahala Austin was born in Wise County, Virginia in 
1865. She is the daughter of Margaret Jane Austin and John 
Wesley Wright, and granddaughter of Jesse and Margaret 
Douglas Austin, who owned about 1200 acres of fertile land 
along the Pound River in Wise County, Virginia. 
Her great grandparents are Bartholomew and 
Anne Reeves Austin.  

Mahala’s younger brother, Mack Jesse 
Austin, is my paternal grandfather. I was quite 
surprised to discover that their father was 
known as “Devil John“, and that he fathered 
thirty five children by seven different women! 
Many tales have been written about him and 
the time in which he lived, including the novel 
The Trail of the Lonesome Pine by John Fox, Jr. 

The setting for this story is Pound Gap, a 
mountain pass through Pine Mountain. It is a 
rugged and remote area, in the Cumberland 
Mountains, that lies on the line between Kentucky and Vir
ginia. When the Civil War breaks out, this once pristine 
mountain is now fraught with soldiers crossing back and 
forth between the North and the South. They burn and pil
lage at will. With husbands and sons sent off to fight, the 
elderly and the women and children are left vulnerable. 
After the war, outlaws and ne’erdowells move into what is 
now a “no man’s land”. 

When the Confederate Soldier John Wright comes home 
after the war he sees what has happened to his once beau
tiful homeland. He sets out to help restore law and order to 
the community. Daring, a skilled horseman and sharp
shooter, he travels by horseback, chasing down the bad 
guys, earning the name Devil John, because “If you have 
John Wright after you it is like having the Devil at your 
heels; he won’t stop until he gets his man!”  

Word spreads throughout the mountains and hollows 
and Devil John is a welcome guest in every home for a hot 
meal and an overnight rest. Aside from being a lawman, 
John Wright is also a wealthy coal broker from a wellestab
lished Kentucky family. Legend has it that he would build a 
home, feed, clothe and educate the children who were born 
to him by the women he meets in his travels, and that these 

children are the envy of many who have suffered severely 
during and after the war. Margaret Jane Austin succumbed 
to the irresistible charms of John Wright. She never mar
ried John so her two children carried the surname Austin. A 

single woman and single mother, she was also a 
farmer. Obviously ambitious and not bound by 
tradition, she owned land in a time and place 
when it was not common for women to do so. 

John Fox Jr., who moved from New York to 
Big Stone Gap in Wise County, Virginia, heard 
the stories of the legendary lawman John Wes
ley Wright and soon makes his acquaintance. In 
his novel The Trail of the Lonesome Pine, first 
published in 1908, Fox models his character 
Devil Judd Tolliver after John Wright. Mahala 
Austin is said to be the model for June Tolliver, 
who in the story is the daughter of Judd Tol
liver. She enters the story living with her father 

and stepmother. There are many characters in the story 
modeled after the local residents, This is a story of Jack Hale, 
an engineer who falls in love with a mountain girl, June  
Tolliver. Under his guidance she is given the opportunity of 
going away to school to learn the graces of a young lady. 

I don’t know how much of the story about June is based 
on fact. I do know that Mahala would have been educated, if 
not by John Wright then certainly by her grandmother, Mar
garet Douglas Austin, who was a schoolteacher at that time. 

Mahala married Henry Mullens, and they are said to 
have had six children. Mahala Austin Mullens died in 1899 
at the age of 34 

Every summer, in Big Stone Gap, Virginia, a stage play 
version of The Trail of the Lonesome Pine, is performed at 
the June Tolliver Playhouse, an outdoor theater. It is the Of
ficial Outdoor Drama of the State of Virginia. 

 
Editor’s Note: Barbara’s story, “How I Found ‘Devil John’ 
Wright” was published in the July 2009 AFAOA Newsletter, 
followed by “The Life of Mack Jessee Austin” in February 
2010. and “Margaret Jane Austin, Landowner of Wise 
County, Virginia” in November 2017. Newsletters from 
1999 to the present can be found in the Publications sec
tion of the website.

Mahala Austin and The Trail of the Lonesome Pine 
By Barbara Austin Giacomelli
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It’s been a busy time for AFAOA’s Board, with the follow
ing items either completed or in progress. 

Our website using ENS and our database site using TNG 
have remained stable. Improvements are continuous. Web
site voting was implemented. 

In early January 2022, bylaw amendments were  
approved by vote of the membership. The new bylaws  
are available for review on the website. Go to Members 
Login  AFAOA Files. 

By vote of the membership, the 2022 AFAOA Conference 
will be held in Salt Lake City, Utah. The dates September 29 
– October 1 were chosen. 

Volunteer “editors” have come forward to cover 13 of 
the 43 previously inactivated databases. Help is needed  
for the 30 databases that remain inactive. If you would  
consider helping in this effort, please write to 
volunteer@afaoa.org. 

Our DNA Project continues to grow. Coupling the DNA 
results with our databases is a powerful toolkit for study of 
Austin families. 

Membership remains at a level that sustains our efforts. 
Members currently number 284. 

Our partnership with Allen County Public Library   
Genealogy Center continues. The Center has almost com
pleted digitizing our paper records and will soon allow 
these records to be available to the public. The ACPLGC 
website will be linked to the AFAOA site, greatly expanding 
our exposure. 

The Board is discussing additional membership  
categories and fees. Under consideration are multiyear,  
patron level and lifetime memberships. Direct your 
thoughts on this to membership@afaoa.org. 

 
John Clinard 

president@afaoa.org 
 
 

Austin Y-DNA Project  
Last December, when FTDNA had their Holiday Sale, I 

contacted family lines already tested and suggested test up
grades. For example, the group of families that includes 
William of Alexander Co, NC, Larkin of IL and Solomon 
and John of MD could have a common ancestor here in 
America, but without further DNA testing and/or docu
mentation we can’t be sure. Another example: Levi of NY, 
Isaac of NY, Thomas & Esther of NY and Benjamin of NY 
(in the Unplaced Northern Austins). 

To get to a higher testing level you just have to upgrade, 
not start over with a new sample. FTDNA asks for two sam
ples, then stores the unused one for later upgrades; but the 
samples only last 15–20 years. For Family Finder (Autoso
mal) and BigY (SNP) tests the time is a lot shorter, 8–15 
years. Also, DNA tests for people that are now deceased can 
be upgraded. 

There have been 31 new tests since December 2021: 4 
tests to 37 markers, 15 tests to 111 markers (these were 
mostly upgrades), and 12 tests to the BigY level. Three ad
ditional BigY tests are on order—a new test for the Jonah 
Austin of Taunton MA family and two Robert Austin of RI 
upgrades.  

We are now more confident that several of our family 
groups have a common ancestor. Ambrose Austin of OH 
and four other English Austins lines in three different 
Austin families form a family with a common ancestor  
back in England about 675 years ago. Two other American 
families appear to be part of William W. Austin of VA.  

The families of John and Ann Austin of VA, John and 
Charity Austin of MD and Thomas Austin of MD, with one 
test to 111 markers, seem to have a common ancestor. A 
BigY test in all three families could prove that connection. 

There are nine matching BigY tests for the Robert Austin 
of RI family. Three of the tests are in the documented Robert 
line; the other six are in lines that we think might connect to 
Robert, but have no documentation to prove the connection. 
I’m sure we will have a breakthrough there soon. 

Contact me if you are interested in a test upgrade. 
Art Sikes • YDNA@afaoa.org

resident’s 
Letter

Family Tree DNA (FTDNA) has sales on their tests 
and test upgrades during the year. for information on 
current sales go to their website, familytreedna.com. 

The Austin DNA Project section of the AFAOA 
website provides specific project details and test re
sults. There is also a link to the “FTDNA Austin Sur
name Project”, with a “join request” form. 
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tion, along with your assigned DNA kit number, under the 
Your DNA Resources heading. GedMatch will compare your 
information with all the other people in its database. This 
can take 1–2 days. Once the comparison is complete, they 
will send an email informing you that you can log onto Ged
Match to look for new cousin matches. 

Before you begin using GedMatch you should upload a 
gedcom file of your ancestors to the website, just like you 
have hopefully done on your testing company’s website. 
This will help you identify how your DNA matches are re
lated to you, assuming that your matches have also up
loaded gedcom files of their ancestors. Hover over the 
Family Trees tab, select Upload GEDCOM (Fast) and follow 
the instructions. If you have a very large family tree you 
may need to split the gedcom file and use Upload GEDCOM 
(Alternate) instead. 

GedMatch offers a set of limited Free Tools and a fully 
functional set of Tier 1 Tools that can be used to analyze 
your data and compare it with other people’s results. The 
free tools will show your cousin matches, but you will need 
a subscription to use any of the visualization and advanced 
analysis tools. If you do not pay for the subscription, you 
will not even see the Tier 1 Tools tab at the top of the Home 
page. A subscription costs $10/month or $100/year. 

If you start with the Free Tools, hovering over the tab at 
the top of the Home page will show a drop down menu 
with the following headings: One-to-Many - Limited Ver-
sion is the same as your cousin matches from the testing 
company. Relationship Probability gives you the most 
probable relationships for your DNA matches based on 
your shared centimorgan values. One-to-One Autosomal 
compares your information to one other person’s autoso
mal DNA. One-to-One X compares your XDNA information 
to one other person’s XDNA. Admixture (heritage) and 
Admixture/Oracle are similar to the Ethnicity Estimate 
given by the testing companies, but there are a number of 
possible models and I find them confusing. Match Both or 
1 of 2 is the same as finding shared marches on the testing 
company’s website. File Diagnostics gives you information 
about your uploaded DNA file. Are Your Parents Related 
does an analysis of your DNA to see if there is any relation 
between your parents. 3D Chromosome Browser is like 
the chromosome browser at 23andMe, MyHeritage, and 
FTDNA but in 3D. Archaic DNA Matches compares your 
DNA to ancient DNA. Ancestor Projects is a list of the avail
able ancestor projects you can join based on regions of the 

world. I find One-to-Many - Limited Version, Relationship 

What Is This DNA Stuff and Why Should I Care? 
Part 8: Using GedMatch to Find Additional Autosomal 

DNA Cousin Matches 
By David R. Neithamer 

You decided to take an autosomal DNA (atDNA) test 
from one of the major testing companies. You sent in your 
sample, waited for the results, and started receiving a few 
cousin matches, but not as many as you had hoped. 

There are two options to help identify additional cousin 
matches. However, you first need to download your raw 
DNA file (the underlying list of chemical markers used to 
determine your ancestry) from the website of the company 
where you tested. The full version of this article, on the 
AFAOA website, describes how to download the raw data 
file from each of the major testing companies, or you can 
use Google or YouTube to search for directions. 

Option 1) Upload your DNA data file to another testing 
company and look for potential matches using their tools. 
All the testing companies allow download of your raw DNA 
data, but only FTDNA, MyHeritage and Living DNA support 
the upload of another company’s DNA files to their website. 
This allows test takers to look for additional cousin 
matches without having to pay for new tests. Furthermore, 
only some versions of those tests are supported, depending 
on which bead chip version the testing company used for 
your analysis. Although FTDNA, MyHeritage, and Living 
DNA offer free DNA data uploads and cousin matching, they 
do charge a small fee ($19 for FTDNA and Living DNA; $29 
for MyHeritage) to use some of their more advanced tools 
or to get your complete ethnicity estimate. 

Option 2) Upload your DNA data file to GedMatch 
(www.gedmatch.com) and use the tools they provide to 
search for additional matches. When you first sign into 
GedMatch you have the choice of the Classic version or the 
New version. The New version looks more like the major 
genealogy websites, and is easier to navigate. After signing 
in you will need to register with a User ID and password. 
Once registered, you can upload your DNA data file. Ged
Match can upload the txt files, zip files, or Gzip files directly, 
so you do not need to unzip any of the files before upload
ing. On the GedMatch Home page, select Upload DNA on the 
upper tab list. Enter the information: Donor Name, Alias 
(optional), Haplogroup (optional, if known from another 
test), Testing Company your data comes from, Sex (M or F), 
Raw Data Type (typically Your DNA), and Privacy Options. 
Then go to the location of your downloaded DNA file and 
select Upload. Once uploaded, which may take up to 10 
minutes, the Home page will show your profile informa
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Probability, and Match Both or 1 of 2 to be the most useful 
of these free tools. 

If you chose to purchase a subscription, hovering over 
the Tier 1 Tools tab at the top of the Home page will show a 
drop down menu with the following headings: One-to-
Many - Full Version is identical to the free One-to-Many - 
Limited Version tool, except that the Select and the Visuali
zation Options buttons are now active. One-to-Many - Clas-
sic is the same is as the One-to-Many - Full Version, but 
without the final two columns, Source and Overlap. I sug
gest using the full version for your research. Q Matching 
One-to-One is a comparison of your DNA with the DNA of a 
match, like other onetoone tools, but with an algorithm to 
examine the quality of shared segments. I haven’t found 
much use for this tool. Segment Search is a search of your 
top matches for overlapping segments so you can research 
groups of matches that likely share most recent common 
ancestors (MRCA). Phasing determines which of your DNA 
segments came from which of your parents, and will help 
narrow down how your cousin matches are related. You 
will need to upload at least one of your parents’ DNA to 
GedMatch to be able to use this tool. Triangulation is like 
the Match Both or 1 of 2 free tool but is more advanced. It is 
used to confirm descent between three or more matches 
from a common ancestor and assign a specific segment of 
DNA to that ancestor, even if that ancestor has not yet been 
identified. There are several good tutorials on YouTube on 
how to use this tool .  AutoSegment is a newer tool that 
autoclusters your matches to show how your different 
matches are related, and is basically an automated version 
of Triangulation. AutoKinship predicts trees based on 
shared DNA between matches from clusters identified by 
AutoCluster and identifies common ancestors in shared ge
nealogical trees from these matches. 

Multiple Kit Analysis allows you to analyze multiple 
kits at one time and consists of five specific tools  Segment 
Search, Triangulation, a 2D Chromosome Browser, a 3D 
Chromosome Browser, and a Compact Segment Mapper. 
Lazarus attempts to generate a DNA profile of a deceased 
person using the DNA from various descendants’ DNA tests. 
My Evil Twin is a way to compare your kit with a parent, 
and create a phased kit of the DNA you didn’t get. If you are 
curious about the way DNA is passed down from your par
ents you may find this interesting. Combine Multiple Kits 
into 1 Super Kit allows you to combine up to four uploaded 
kits into one GedMatch superkit  all representing DNA of 
one person. The main reason is to improve the accuracy of 
your match and reduce false matches when you’re re

searching at the lower centimorgan ranges.  
These last three Tier 1 tools are useful for matches that 

have also uploaded a gedcom file of their family tree. Au-
toTree Clustering attempts to identify common ancestors 
and reconstruct family trees based on the uploaded trees of 
DNA matches. This will only be successful for closer DNA 
matches with extensive family trees. MRCA from DNA 
Matches analyzes your DNA matches and provides a list of 
matches with the most recent common ancestor (MRCA) 
for each match. Surname Matches from DNA Matches au
tomates the process of searching through family trees of 
your DNA matches to see if there are shared surnames or 
specific ancestors. Unfortunately, only about 15% of my 
matches have uploaded their family trees and in many 
cases the trees do not contain many individuals, so I have 
found this to be of limited use so far. 

In addition to the Free Tools and the Tier 1 Tools, there 
is a Genealogy Comparisons/Searches tab which is avail
able even if you have not paid for the Tier 1 Tools. Opening 
this tab reveals five additional tools. The 1 GEDCOM to All 
tool compares any gedcom to all the other uploaded ged
coms in the database, which at the time of writing of this 
article was 153,100. The 2 GEDCOMS Comparison tool 
compares two uploaded gedcoms for common ancestors. 
Search All GEDCOMS searches all the uploaded gedcoms 
for a specific person, with information about them and 
their parents. GEDCOM + DNA Matches pulls together all 
your DNA matches who have also uploaded a gedcom file. 
Find GEDCOMS by Kit will find any gedcom associated with 
a particular DNA kit number. 

There are some very powerful analysis tools available  
in GedMatch  specifically the Tier 1 tools. Unless you plan 
to do extensive research over many individuals, I would 
suggest paying monthly, as opposed to an annual subscrip
tion. If you find it particularly helpful you can upgrade at 
any time. 

Eight articles presented over the last two years have 
given you information about the structure of DNA, the test
ing procedures used by major testing companies, the differ
ent types of DNA tests available and how they are useful for 
your genealogical research, and how to find more cousin 
matches using GedMatch. If you have questions about any 
of these topics, contact me at database.chair@afaoa.org.. 
Happy genealogical hunting! 

 
This article, expanded to include additional scientific 
explanations, will be placed on the AFAOA website: 
Austin DNA Project—DNA Tutorials.
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NEW MEMBERS  
And their Earliest Known Austin Ancestors 
Christy Austin 
4330 Country Road 3110, Campbell, TX 75422; 
Chaustin1225@gmail.com 

Linda Bratton 
604 N Beaumont St. #B, Owasso, OK 74077; 
lindacarol96@gmail.com; “William Austin of Alexander Co. NC”; 
Nathan b.1767 DE; Ruth 1820 NC 

Michael Austin Wilson 
PO Box 2099, Denver, NC 28037; michaelawilson@yahoo.com 

Anita Austin 
3025 El Dorado, Alamogordo, NM 88310; 
amaustin14@msn.com; “George Aston of PA” 

William Gilbert Shaver 
1990 Garner Rd., Denton, NC 27239; Shaverwg@yahoo.com 

Andrew Austin 
3001 Brandywine St. NW, Washington DC 20008;  
Austin.Andrew@gmail.com; “Henry Austin of Calvert Co.MD”; 
Samuel b.~1710 MD; Samuel b.1739 MD; William b.1780 

William Joseph Austin  
342 Milburn Dr., Fayetteville, NC 28314; lokc342@aol.com; 
“Thomas Austin of New Kent Co. VA”; ... Richard b.~1660 VA;  
John b. aft 1692 VA; Joseph b.~1727 VA; Champness b.1769 VA 

Jerry Stevens 
998 Prentice Road Northeast, Warren, OH 44481 
jmswrite@gmail.com; “John Austin of New Haven CT” b.1647; 
John b.1677 CT; Samuel b.1706 CT; Joseph b.1753 CT 

Cathy Ann Wilkins 
1533 Knoll Circle Dr., Santa Barbara CA 93103  
catheywilkins@mac.com; “William and Ruth Austin of NC”; 
John b.1727 Ireland; Richard 1755 Ireland; Charles b.1796 NC 

Lori Quarles 
3400 Hillcrest Drive, Panama City FL 32405; 
lori.quarles@yahoo.com; Lester Hayes Austin 

Shelley Gayler-Smith 
9424 Shoveler Trail, Fort Worth TX 76118; 
shelleygayler@gmail.com; “Thomas Austin of New Kent Co. VA”; 
…. Bartholomew b.1768; John b.1806 NC; Jordan b.1845 NC 

Thomas Austin 
18835 Mills Bay Drive, Eagle River, AK 99577; 
laetcard@mtaonline.net; “John and Lucy Austin of VA” 

John Austin 
1 Sunset Drive, Centereach, NY 11720; jjapaa@optonline.net 

William “Wick” Austin 
415 Hornbill Place, Winter Springs, FL 32708; 
Wwickaustin@yahoo.com; “Nathaniel Austin of Greenville SC”; 
…. John Wickliffe b.1833; Joseph Manning b.1867 Greenville SC 

Deena Ortiz 
13727 Smokestone St., Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91739; 
deena.ortiz@gmail.com; “William Austin of Alexander Co. NC”; 
Philip b.~1758 Ire; Levi b.1782 NC; Ephraim b.1814 TN; Melissa 

Nancy Hofmeister 
605 N Chestnut St, Creston, IA 50801; lannanhof@yahoo.com; 
“Roderick Ransom Austin of NY”; William b.1825 OH; Robert 
Briggs b.1849 OH; Robert Briggs Jr. b.1886 IA; Forrest b.1914 

Glen Winterbottom 
P.O. Box 109, Naalehu, HI 96772; gwinterbottom@msn.com; 
“John and Lucy Austin of VA; David S. b.1792 VA; Granville 
b.1836 VA; David b.1873 CA

Sandra Austin Fitzpatrick 
1808 Baywood Lane, Davis, CA 95618; 
sandyfitz28@gmail.com; “Thomas Austin of New Kent Co. VA” …
Bartholomew b. 1768; David b.1804 NC; Isaiah b.1834 MO; Jesse 
Francis b.1872 MO 

Brenda McClurkin 
P.O. Box 638, Weatherford, TX 76086; brenda@mcclurkin.us; 
“John and Lucy Austin of VA” 

Jack Sheldon 
2718 E Dartmouth St., Mesa AZ 85213, jsheldon12@cox.net; 
“Jonah and Brothers of NJ”; Cornelius b.1791 NJ;  
Clarisa b.1825 MI 

Linda Marie Kerlin 
2836 E Presidio St., Mesa, AZ 85213; saadirose2@gmail.com; 
“Jonah and Brothers of NJ” 

James Linden Austin 
813 River Bluff Dr., Sheffield, AL 35660, 
jimmyaustin73@gmail.com; 

Larry Denis Austin 
9080 Teague Rd., Medon, TN 38356; 
laustin@post.harvard.edu; “William and Ruth Austin of NC”; 
John b.1727 Ireland; Richard b.1755 Ireland; James b.1807 NC; 
Elijah James b.1837 Scotts Hill TN 

Alice Austin Martin 
membership@afaoa.org 
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Come join your Austin friends and cousins in Salt Lake 
City this Fall! Part reunion, part informational speakers and 
research, and part simply enjoying the city chosen as our 
host, this conference is an event many of us look forward to 
every year. Get help with your Austin research, exchange in
formation with others, and take advantage of the research 
facilities at the Family History Library, the largest genealog
ical library in the world. Next to the library is downtown’s 
10acre Temple Square, the headquarters of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints and home to the majestic 
Salt Lake Temple, the Mormon Tabernacle, and the Joseph 
Smith Memorial Building. Other nearby attractions include 
the State Capitol and Historic District on Capitol Hill. 

This year marks the 80th anniversary of the founding of 
AFAOA by siblings Edith Austin Moore and Henry Warner 
Austin in 1942 in Washington DC. We hope to see you soon 
in Salt Lake City! 

 
CONFERENCE HOTEL 

Salt Lake Plaza Hotel at Temple Square 
122 West South Temple, Salt Lake City, Utah 84101 

 
The Salt Lake Plaza Hotel at Temple Square is mere 
steps from the Family History Library and a short walk 
from the TRAX light rail system. The conference room 
rate for Standard Rooms is $95 single/double occu
pancy or $102 triple/quad occupancy + tax; for Deluxe 
Rooms the rate is $105 single/double occupancy and 
$112 triple/quad occupancy + tax. Rooms include 1 
King or 2 Queen 
beds, with a mini
fridge, microwave, 
coffeemaker, and 
WIFI. There is a 
snack bar/deli  
onsite, and park
ing is available for 
$10/day. 

HOTEL RESERVATIONS 
A block of rooms has been reserved, at the conference 
rate, for the nights of Monday, September 26th through 
Sunday, October 2nd. Reservations at the conference 
rate must be made by August 26th or before the 
group block is sold-out, whichever comes first. 
After this date, reservations will be accepted on a space 
available basis at regular rack rates. So, make your 
reservations early! 
Making a reservation is simple. Rich Williams (Sales 
and Marketing) is handling our group. To make a reser
vation you can call him directly at 801-606-2410, 
Monday through Friday, 8:30 am – 5:30 pm (Mountain 
Time). He is not there on weekends, but you can leave a 
message and he will return your call. To receive the 
special group rate you must identify yourself as being 
with AFAOA when the reservation is made. 
Note: The Family History Library is closed on Sundays. 
This year it will also be closed on Saturday, October 1st 
due to an LDS conference. If you plan to do research 
there, consider arriving a day or two early. 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION 
The conference registration fee is $100 per person, 
which includes Friday and Saturday speakers and 
workshops, the Thursday social hour and the Saturday 
night dinner. The fee is $75 per person for those who 
wish to attend only the social hour and dinner. 

 
If you have questions, please contact the Conference 
Chairman (conference@afaoa.org).

2022 Austin Families Association Conference 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

Wednesday & Thursday, September 28th & 29th  
Early arrival activities • Thursday evening social hour 

Friday & Saturday, September 30th & October 1st 
Speakers and workshops • Saturday evening dinner 

 

Send your registration form  
(included with this newsletter) and 
check, payable to AFAOA, to: 

Austin Families Association 
P.O. Box 494813 
Redding, CA 96049 
 

If you wish to register and pay your  
registration fee online please include  
information about your Austin ancestors, 
your arrival date and your interest in 
early arrival activities.
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Austin Families Association of America 
527 Front Beach Dr. #3 
Ocean Springs, MS 39564

Address Service Requested

Thanks to all members  
for your support of the  

Austin Families Association of America 

Please notice the membership renewal date  
on your address label. 

If you receive your Newsletter by email,  
find your dues expiration date on-line.  
(AFAOA Members Login—Profile) 

Dues are $15 for 1 year, $25 for 2 years 

Send to:     Austin Families Association 
                  P.O. Box 494813 
                  Redding, CA 96049 

It is now possible to renew your membership 
and pay dues on-line (but for 1 year only).

Austin Families Association  
of America

Objectives 
• To gather, preserve and disseminate Austin  

genealogies and Austin family histories. 

• To establish a specialized database of Austin  
information that can assist genealogists and  
family members to learn as much as possible 
about their Austin heritage. 

• To foster acquaintances and longterm friend
ships among the members of all branches of 
Austin families. 


