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THE FAMILY OF WILLIAM YOUNG AUSTIN 

AND DANZIE HAM AUSTIN OF TEXAS 

by Dilton Vernon Austin, Sr. 

Editor’s Note: Dilton Vernon Austin was born 27 April 1894 and 
died 10 March 1986. His father William Young Austin was born 4 
March 1870 and died 30 March 1933. William was the second of ten 
children of Mary Cassandra Rhyne (b. 1 June 1849 d. 30 November 
1902) and Phillip Washington Austin (b. 18 July 1845 d. 27 May 
1928). Phillip was known as “Wash.” Phillip’s father was William 
Young Austin (b. 10 June 1818 d. 14 July 1864), the son of a Charles 
Austin (b. 1785 d. 1868). 

It is almost impossible for most people of today to 
realize what living was like 85 years ago. Being born in 
1894 I saw what life was in west 7 years in those days. 
No TV, no radio, or any way to get any news, except 
from the newspaper printed in Galveston for a while, 
then the Dallas Semi-Weekly News from about 1901. 
There was no mail delivery in the West, everyone went 
to the P.O. for their mail. Putnam in Callahan County 
was our Post Office, a small town on the Texas and 
Pacific railroad. 

Dad and two or three other men came from Arkansas to 
Texas in a covered wagon by way of Paris, Texas, which 
place Dad said had horse-drawn street cars then. I guess 
the reason Dad came to Putnam was his sister Maggie 
was married to Bob Whitesides, also a sister of his 
mother was married to Burt Clemmer of Putnam. 

The J. B. Ham family was living in the vicinity of 
Putnam and I guess he soon met mother, Danzie Ham, 
daughter of J. Benton and Cindy Wood Ham. I don’t 
remember what year they married, but I did hear once, 
but have forgot now. This information is on file at Baird, 
County Seat of Callahan County. 

I came along in 1894 and remember the talk of the 
Spanish-American War. Teddy Roosevelt and his Rough 
Riders, the death of President McKinley and all the talk 
of the building of the Panama Canal, which was a big 
thing in those days. 

My Dad worked some on the railroad with the Section 
Crew that kept up the track. Too he carried the mail on 
horseback from Cisco to Rising Star. Mostly he farmed. 
We lived on a farm about 3 miles east of Putnam and a 
quarter mile north of the railroad. In December 1899 we 
went to Arkansas and lived there 3½ years. We of course 
started visiting Grandpa and Grandma and family near 
Pottsville, Arkansas. They had a nice big house. Lydia, 
Marvin and Cleo were still at home, and so was Millard. 
I started going to school with them at the Rocky Point 
School on the mountains, a mile back of their house. 

Soon we moved to Grandpas rent farm about a mile from 
the home farm. It was a pretty place with a pretty clear 
creek between the log house and the barns. After a year 
and one good crop we went by wagon to Ola, Arkansas. 
It was a logging place getting timber for the saw mills. 

Ola was sure the place few people ever saw. Oxen were 
used for pulling the logs to the saw mills. I went to 
school in this small town while we lived there for about 
a year, then we moved to a farm a few miles east of 
Atkins where we stayed til ready to move back to Texas. 

While we were in Arkansas, Grandma and Aunt Mandy 
Talley died, and Grandpa moved to Blanket, Texas. 
Cleo, Marvin, Lydia and Millard were still with him. 

When we returned to Texas we went to Clyde, as 
Grandpa and Grandma Ham had moved there. Also the 
Bob Whitesides family had moved from Putnam to 
Haskell in year 1803. We first lived on a farm near 
Clyde for a year or two, and then to Terrell Ranch farm 
between Clyde and Abilene. There we lived in the big 
house that was the original ranch house. We had farm 
land near it. It was a big two story house, and we had a 
windmill and high tank that ran water into the kitchen, 
the first time we ever had this convenience. There was a 
huge barn with wide doors to drive loads of feed into, 
also a black smith shop. There were 4 other farm houses 
around the edges of this Ranch – owned by Munger Gin 
Company of Dallas. 

Oliver was born there and I saw my first auto there down 
in the pasture at the windmill, I walked down for a good 
look. Dad and I drove around the pastures in the Winter 
throwing out feed for the cattle. In early 1907 we moved 
to a place about 3 miles north of Clyde. 

In 1907 we left this place north of Clyde in the best 
covered wagon I’ve ever seen. Dad sure did a good job 
on it. We headed west and was out many weeks before 
we wound up at Plainview. 

Once we traveled 32 miles through rough country 
without seeing any one. That night the howls and 
screams of wild animals caused our horses to brake 
loose and ran back down the road for a couple of miles. 
We had them staked out. 

After a short time in Plainview we decided to move out 
there so went back to Clyde, sold everything, and came 
back to Plainview.  So we made the trip 3 times at about 
25 miles a day. 

Dad worked for a construction company in Plainview. I 
enjoyed going to school. About the middle of 1909 we 
moved to Tulia where we had a bakery business. We 
shipped bread to some other towns. 
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When we left Clyde for west Texas, Marvin Austin came 
up from Brownwood in a buggy. He went west with us, 
driving the horse to the buggy. I rode with him most of 
the time. When we were out at Dickens he sold his horse 
and buggy for a good price and we all rode in the wagon. 
Marvin stayed in Plainview when we went back to 
dispose of things. He lived with us at Plainview and 
Tulia. He did the baking in the bakery at Tulia. We 
shipped a lot of bread to towns on the railroad. 

When we left Clyde the last time, Uncle Will Clemmer 
and family had decided to move back to Oklahoma, so 
we all traveled together til we got to Benjamin, Texas. 
Then they went North and we went West. Next day we 
traveled all day without seeing a house or person, rough 
country. 

By Dilton Vernon Austin, Sr. 

************************** 

While we were in Arkansas, I got to know all of the 
Wash Austin family, but Aunt Mandy and Grandma died 
while we were there. I will remember Uncle Joe and 
Uncle Charlie and their families. 

A brother of Wash Austin lived in Oklahoma, his name 
was John Austin. I remember my Dad going to visit him 
along about 1918 he said there was a large family and 
there are many descendants of that family. 

Before we went to Arkansas there was a Dan Austin 
living in Texas. He was a cousin of Dads. He never 
married, he was a fine looking man about Dad’s age, and 
always in the restaurant business in West Texas. I last 
saw him in 1912 in Dallas. No doubt he has died before 
now.  

by D. V. A. 

************************** 

 


