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    I have been transcribing the contents of a 3-inch binder packed with Austin family history from the research of 

former AFAOA Genealogist Janet Austin Curtis.  The work was at times tedious but mostly very interesting because 

it contained stories of Austin families in Pre-Revolutionary War and Colonial Virginia, some of which are recorded 

in the original British governed shires such as Henrico and James City (established in 1632).  

 

    Early Austin families recorded in the book include 

William Austin (Albemarle Co.), William, John and 

Thomas Austin (Bedford Co.), Isaac Austin (Botetourt 

Co.).  A large section of the binder contains extensive 

information, compiled by Harold King Bowen, about 

John Austin married to Honor (Hannah) Love in 

Cumberland Co. 

    In 1724 a William Austin of New Kent Co. “was 

ordered by the Vestry….to maintain a road”.  He “had 

three sons by his first wife and one son by his second 

wife… and a daughter who was disinherited because 

she married against her father’s will”.  Also of New 

Kent was Richard Austin who in 1662 received a grant 

of 280 Acres, as recorded by another prolific researcher, 

Charles Bullington. In the 1950s and 60s Mr. 

Bullington’s work for the Liggett & Myers Tobacco 

Company afforded him the opportunity to travel around 

the State of Virginia.  In a letter to Janet Austin Curtis 

he writes about his research throughout Henrico, 

Hanover, Amelia and Pittsylvania Counties.  His 

research adds to the largest section in the binder - the 

section on Pittsylvania.  Among the many early Austin 

families in Pittsylvania Co. are:  Isaiah and Lucy 

Austin, David and Elizabeth Austin, Joseph and 

Wealthy Prewett (Pruitt) Austin, Champness and Aincy 

Austin.  This is where our Bartholomew Austin’s branch 

first appears and there are letters back and forth from 

researcher Jane Austin Bruckner to Janet Austin Curtis, 

Edith Austin Moore and Atty. William B. Austin. 

    There were some very interesting historical facts, 

such as one taken from History of Pittsylvania County 

(p.3):  “In June, 1641, Walter Austin,  Rice Hoe, Joseph 

Johnson and Walter Chiles petitioned the General 

Assembly ‘for leave and encouragement to undertake 

the discovery of a new river of unknown lands bearing 

west southerly from Appomattox River’.”  (This would 

lead to what is now Pittsylvania County, where the 

Saponi and Occaneechi Indians lived.) Their petition 

was granted in March 1642, with a right to enjoy all 

profit from their adventure for fourteen years.  Noted at 

the bottom of this page is a question: “Walter, the 

forefather of the Southside Austins? 4-14-81 CEA”  

Who was this Walter Austin who explored an uncharted 

river in 1642? 

    Records show that on March 3, 1674 James City 

court ruled in favor of Bartholomew Austin who leased 

land from the Cheskyake Indians:  “It is the opinion of 

this court that the lease is good...that 150 acres of land 

be layd out… that said Austin has lett to lease more land 

than his lease expresses then he to pay the charges.”  I 

had never read that land was actually leased from the 

Indians. I wrote to Jane Austin Bruckner to see if this 

Bartholomew was related to the Bartholomew (b. 1715) 

in our family line of Austins.  Jane said she did not 

know, but she sent me a quote from The Virginia 

Magazine of History and Biography, Vol 18, No. 4 (Oct 

1910), “The Plant Cutter Rebellion of 1680” (page 

361): “Somerset Davis and Bartholomew Austin, being 

convicted of Treason and executed,  the Council 

declares that their Estates ought to satisfy all fees.”; and 

from  Gloucester County, Virginia - A Timeline of 

History (online): “1680 - Bartholomew Austin is hanged 

in front of Gloucester Court House. He had participated 

in the destruction of tobacco plants in an effort to drive 

up prices during a time when tobacco prices were 

falling.  As in many areas of Virginia, tobacco was the 

primary money crop in Gloucester County.”  Since 

these events were only six years apart, Jane and I think 

they likely refer to the same Bartholomew Austin.   

    What connection, if any, is there to the Bartholomew 

Austin born 1715 in New Kent Co. and married to 

Elizabeth Pigg in Amelia Co.?  According to court 

records, Bartholomew in Amelia County was put “in the 

stocks” more than once for misbehavior and debts.  He 

owned land and cattle, for which his stock marks were 

“a crop and hole in the right ear and ‘flower de luce’ in 

the left”.  There is much colorful history of Austins in 

Colonial Virginia! 

    One of my favorite entries in the binder is about 

Isaiah Austin b. 1759 Halifax Co., who fought in the 

Revolutionary War.  “He entered the service of U.S. 

June 5, 1776 and served under Capt. James 

Shepherd...in the summer 1778 again entered service 

against Indians...under Capt. John Cox...for the purpose 

of hunting and overtaking the celebrated Cherokee 

Indian Chief ‘Dragon Canoe’.” 



    Legend has it that Dragon (or Dragging) Canoe got 

his name when as a young boy he wanted to prove he 

could go to battle.  His father said he would have to 

carry his own canoe.  The canoe was too heavy, so he 

had to drag it. (Wikipedia.org)  He was  “known to his 

enemies as ‘The Dragon’...born around 1740 in East 

Tennessee...stricken and scarred by smallpox, he grew 

into a muscular, 6 foot tall warrior.” (HistoryNet.com - 

“Dragging Canoe’s War”)  He was not overtaken by Cpt. 

John Cox.  “On April 2, 1781 during the Native 

American war...against the occupation of Middle 

Tennessee by a young United States of America...The 

great Cherokee War leader Dragging Canoe attacked 

Fort Nashborough [now the city of Nashville]...on a 

bluff overlooking the Cumberland River, now known as 

the Battle of the Bluffs”.  (Middle Tennessee’s Native 

American History: “Dragging Canoe, The Chickamauga 

Cherokees and The Battle of the Bluffs”, Toya E. Heape) 

    The research done by Janet Austin Curtis is amazing.  

She began this work in the 1950s-1960s, well before we 

had the convenience of cell phones and computers and 

copy machines.  She collected this information by 

traveling to State and County libraries, courthouses, 

churches and cemeteries to find court, marriage, tax and 

census records, pensions, and family histories.  

Information was also from personal interviews and 

letters.  Everything was either handwritten, typed (on a 

manual typewriter) and, in a few cases, photocopied as 

that technology became available.  We are fortunate that 

she had those resources available to her and the 

willingness to spend hours collecting and recording 

information that otherwise might have been lost. 

    In working with this binder for the last three plus 

years I have considered it a “treasure”.  In California, I 

live within the area that was affected by the most 

destructive wildfire, known as the CARR fire.  As I was 

packing my car in preparation to evacuate, the fire had 

moved into the city of Redding and was burning out of 

control. I loaded up my hard drive and yes, the binder.  

No way was I leaving without the binder.  It sat in my 

“to go” box with my water, peanut butter and crackers, 

dog food for Annie and cat food for Oscar.  Needless to 

say, I did not have to leave, for which I remain very 

thankful.  This binder and I have had an adventure 

together! 

[Editor’s Note: This transcription of Virginia research will be 

added to the “States Notebooks of Janet Austin Curtis”, in the 

“AFAOA Publications” section of our website.   

Other States Notebooks by Janet Austin Curtis:  Arkansas, 

Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, 

Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, New Hampshire, New 

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, 

Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, and 

Vermont] 


