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JONAS AUSTIN OF TENTERDEN, KENT

AND TAUNTON, MASSACHUSETTS

J. Jonas Austin was baptized in Staplehurst, Kent on 3
December 1598, the son of Jarvis and Mary (Bassock)
Austin [1]. He was married first at Tenterden, Kent on 22
January 1627 to Constance Robinson, the widow of
William Robinson [2].
On 2 and 4 March 163/5 “Jonas Austen of Tenterden &
Constance his wife,” along with “Jonas Austen,” “Lidia
Robinson,” and “— Austen, a little child,” had their
conformity certified by the vicar, the mayor, and another
magistrate of Tenterden, and were enrolled as passengers
for New England on the ship Hercules of Sandwich [3].
Lydia Robinson was stepdaughter of Jonas Austin, his
first wife's daughter by her first husband. The “little
child” was the Mary Austin baptised on 5 August 1632.
Jonas and Constance came from Tenterden, in 1635 on
the ship Hercules of Sandwich. His first residence was in
Cambridge, Massachusetts. A yeoman, Jonas moved in
1636 to Hingham, and in 1651 he moved to Taunton. He
was a freeman, taking the Plymouth oath of fidelity, 3
June 1657 and he appears in the Taunton section of
Plymouth Colony list of freemen on 29 May 1670 [4,5].
He could not write, but signed deeds and coroner's jury
reports with his mark. Jonas served on the Coroner's jury
at Taunton, 10 June 1651, 5 July 1664 and was Taunton
highway surveyor, 3 June 1657 [6,7].
On 20 August 1635, Austin received a proportional share
of one-half in the undivided meadow at Cambridge, and
in the list of houses in Cambridge, dated 8 February
1635/6, "Jonnas Austine" was credited with having one
in the town. By 1639 Thomas Blodget of Cambridge had
purchased from “Jonas Austen two acres of planting
ground in the West End” [8,9,10].
“The several parcels of land and meadow legally given
unto Jonas Austen by the Town of Hingham” on 3 July
1636, “for a house lot five acres of land” (undated), “for
a planting lot four acres of land” on 8 October 1637, “for
a Great Lot twelve acres of land lying upon the Great
Plain 28 Lot in the first furlong” (undated), “two acres of
salt marsh lying in Layford's Liking Meadow” (undated),
“four acres of land lying in Hockly Field… which four
acres of land was given him for satisfaction for a part of
his house lot that was taken away for the highway which
runs between John Beale's house lot and his own” and
“three acres of meadow at Conyehassett its the fifth lot
over the river” [11].
On 1 February 1651, “Jonas Austen of Hingham” sold to
“John Beale the eldest of Hingham his home lot 4 acres

more or less house & barn in Hingham…; also eight
acres land in Hockley Neck…; also four acres in
planting Broad Cove” [12]. In his will of 30 June 1656
William Ripley of Hingham referred to “four acres of
salt meadow, which I bought of Jonas Austen, lying at
Lyford's Liking” [13].
Savage claims that Jonas Austin was “found at Taunton
1643,” presumably referring to the 1643 list of men able
to bear arms. Austin does not appear in that list, and, as
seen in the deed cited above, was still in Hingham as late
as 1651 [12].
On 6 February 1651 “Wm Hollaway late of Taunton” sold
to “Jonas Austen of Hingham all his land in Taunton, to
say one home lot of six acres ... & three acres joining to
the same late purchased of widow Randall ...; also the
housing, outhousing, gardens, orchards, fencings, etc.;
also one acre ... at the end of the said home lot lying in
common with John Parker aforesaid; also a parcel of
land called the Neck & lot containing eleven acres…;
also one parcel of meadow seven or eight acres… lying
at the Broad Cove…; also his great lot containing
twenty-six acres… about two mile distant from the town,
with all privileges & appurtenances” [12].
On 19 November 1652, “Jonas Austin of Taunton…,
yeoman,” sold to Edward Bobbett of Taunton "a certain
parcel of land… (in) Taunton aforesaid on the south side
of the Great River… containing twelve pole in breadth
and in quantity by estimation six? acres broad” [14].
Constance Austin died at Taunton on 22 April 1667, and
Jonas married second at Taunton 14 December 1667
Frances Hill, the widow of John Hill of Dorchester [15],
and on 28 June 1674, “Francis Hill that was, but now
Francis Asten,” was dismissed from the church at
Dorchester] to join the church at Taunton [16].
On 27 February 1676/7, “Jonas Austine Ser of Taunton
… having formerly for several years past freely given to
my only son Jonas Austine Junr lately deceased certain
parcel of land within the town of Taunton aforesaid, and
having omitted giving my son a full and legal deed of
the aforesaid lands during the time of his life, these are
therefore to declare to all people whom it may concern
that I the aforesaid Jonas Austine Senr do by these
presents confirm the aforesaid lands to my aforesaid
son's wife and children…; the lands is acre lot with a
small parcel of upland adjoining to the same whereon
the now dwelling house of the said widow standeth, the
three acres of land…; and secondly two acres of upland
…with an acre of swamp adjoining” [17].
Frances Austin died at Dorchester on 18 November 1676,
while Jonas died in Taunton on 30 July 1683 [18,19].
Jonas had three children by his first wife Constance, they
were all baptised in Tenterden [2]:
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J1. MARY AUSTIN, bp. 24 August 1628 and buried 18
December 1629 in Tenterden.

J2 JONAS AUSTIN, bp. 28 February 1629/30, m. before
1661 Esther _____ [20]. On 22 November 1676 “Ester
Austine widow” swore to the inventory of Jonas Austin
Jr. [21]).

J3. MARY AUSTIN, bp. 5 August 1632, she sailed for
New England with parents in 1635; no further record.
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