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FRANK AND FANNY AUSTIN: 

ORAL AND DOCUMENTARY RESEARCH 

OF A FORMERLY ENSLAVED FAMILY 

by Douglas Scott Shipley 

By this time, they were the parents of eight children and they 
had been "together" for more than twenty years. She'd been 
manumitted five years before this auction date. However, he'd 
remained a slave; property that could be bought and sold at 
will. This was their only true hope. If she didn't purchase him, 
he would undoubtedly remain a slave the rest of his life. 
Would the money from her father's estate be enough?  

Editor’s Note: The following paper by AOAGS member Douglas 

Scott Shipley won the 2001 Scholar Award given by the American 
Society of Genealogists.  It appeared in their publication (appropriate 
reference at this point).'  

When chronicling the genealogy of formerly enslaved 
families, many beginning researchers work under the 
fallacy that it can not be done prior to the end of the 
Civil War. While it is true that there weren't many 
documentary types of records of individual slaves' lives, 
it does not mean that none exist. Contemporary notations 
can be located in the ledger books, diaries, deed, court, 
and probate records. Additionally, following the Civil 
War, many former slaves lives were chronicled in 
veterans' pension records, census records, Freedmen's 
Bureau records, and later in the Work Progress 
Administration's (W.P.A.'s) first-hand interviews.1 The 
fallacy also does not take into account that the slaves 
themselves could keep track of their own heritage. 

The issue is not the exclusive problem of African-
American families. Most researchers find the develop-
ment of documentary evidence for ancestors difficult. 
Prior to the 20th century, few people's lives received 
many annotations except for a birth or death date in a 
family Bible.  Much of the day-to-day life of the average 
person remained unrecorded.  

For the life of a slave, those meager tidbits of anchor-
point self-recorded information would have been even 
less likely. In Frederick Douglass' revealing auto-
biography,2 he pointed out that a slave's birth might only 
be remembered amongst the other slaves in conjunction 
with another event (near Winter, the time a calf was 
born, or when the flood happened, etc.). Therefore, it is 
sometimes very difficult to have exact dates of birth or 
death for those born into slavery.  

An exact date, however, does not change the event nor 
does written documentation. African genealogy history 
predates the written word. The griot3 was the name of 
the individual entrusted with the histories of the 
individual tribe families. For slaves, masters provided 
neither birth certificates nor pedigrees, but that did not 

keep them from knowing their family lines. As best they 
could, the slaves themselves kept their lineage, orally. 

Due to these facts, any genealogical study of formerly 
enslaved families must include and embrace their oral 
histories. That is not to say that all oral information is to 
be taken at face value and automatically assumed 
accurate. It is in the review of the totality of the details 
that a true understanding of the events unfolds.  Oral 
history should be included as one type of "proof" of 
genealogy/family history and should be paired with 
documentary research.  

For many years, Frank Peebley also known as Frank 
Austin (1800-1898) had been accepted as the earliest 
known ancestor of his family's line. Frank was born into 
slavery and the fact that Frank's story is known at all is a 
testament to traditional oral family history. His memory 
was orally kept alive by his descendants.  Although it 
did not occur until many years after his death, a hint of 
Frank's story was written in a narrative entitled 
"Beginning of This Clan."4 The story went that a slave 
owner's daughter (Frances "Fanny" Austin) saw an 
"Indian" slave (Frank Peebley)  in a race and asked her 
father to buy him for her.  The narrative did not provide 
explicit detail, but it did provide nuggets of information, 
which included that the two were later married and they 
had thirteen children. 

The exact date of the race was lost in history, but it 
would have been between 1833 and 1838, when the 
couple had the first of their thirteen children together.5 In 
the narrative, Fanny and Frank were described in the 
following manner:  "She was a small white woman with 
blue eyes and he a tall dark Indian, very gentle and not at 
all talkative." An explanation was also provided that 
because the slave owner's last name was Austin, Frank 
had taken it as his last name. 

The narrative provided a necessary starting point, but it 
was not totally accurate nor complete. Frank had a sister 
named Susan (Mrs. Moses Bryant).6 It was Susan that 
had provided information about her origins to her 
descendants.7 Between 1776 and 1780, a Native Ameri-
can baby girl (name unknown) was born in the area of 
what would become Kentucky. The baby (whose tribe 
was probably Shawnee8) was stolen away from her tribe 
by whites and placed in the care of Negro slaves to 
raise.9  

By 1795, the Native American girl and a Negro slave 
became the parents of Susan. Frank was born about five 
years later.  Historical documents located to date do not 
provide any answers to what happened to Frank and 
Susan's parents, who owned them originally, or how or 
when Frank and Susan migrated.  However, the siblings 
both ended up living in Missouri.10  



AUGUST 2000 Austins of America PAGE 729 

 729 

In 1821 and 1827, a Tennessee born farmer11 named 
Thomas Peebley received land grants for property 
consisting of  the northeast and northwest quarters of 
Section 6, Township 51, of Range 30  in Clay County, 
Missouri.12 Bryant family history notes that Susan and 
her husband, Moses were also slaves in Clay County, 
Missouri. Clay County was part of an area known as 
"Little Dixie"13 because of the individuals' Tennessee, 
Kentucky, and Virginia origins and philosophies. The 
area was one of the top slave holding counties in the 
state. Though it is unknown how Peebley acquired 
Frank, records confirm that he was Frank's last owner.14 
Later as free people, Frank's and Susan's families 
continued to live near one another.15 

The Origins of Frances Austin 

Based on oral history and Fanny's own physical 
appearance (including her blue eyes),16 the family always 
assumed that Fanny was the white daughter of a slave 
owner. However, it was determined that Fanny had not 
been white, but was mulatto (a person of black and white 
heritage) and had been a slave herself.17 

Two days after Christmas 1831, Thomas Austin, a white 
slave owner from Virginia purchased a piece of land in 
Clay County from Abraham and Elizabeth Coots for 
$280.00.18 The land was the east half of the southeast 
quarter of Section 6, Township 51, of Range 30, which 
was originally land granted to Coots in 1829.19 Along the 
dividing line between the northeast and southeast 
quarters of Section 6, the property adjoined the previ-
ously noted property of Thomas Peebley. Both properties 
were in what was known as Fishing River Township. 

In 1840, Thomas Austin, who was between 50-60 years 
old was the sole "free" person living on his land.20 
Austin owned eight slaves (3 males under 10 years old, 2 
males between 10 and 24 years old, 1 female under 10 
years old, and 2 females between 10 and 24 years old).21 
Slaves were not listed by name in the census records and 
therefore, Austin's slaves did not have names associated 
with them in those records. 

Before his death, Austin wrote two wills. On 26 January 
1842, he executed the first of those wills.22 It was in that 
will that Austin provided future researchers with 
documentation of the names of almost all of his slaves:  
Fanny and her children (Peter, Jack, Maria, and Riley); 
Ellick or Alexander; Henry; Mary, and her child. Austin 
made two unique provisions in the will. The first 
provision was that all his slaves would be set free upon 
his death and that the children that were already born to 
Fanny and Mary and any children subsequently born to 
them would be free forever.  The second provision was 
that all Austin's other property would be sold at auction 

with the proceeds to be divided equally amongst the 
adult former slaves.  

Presuming that none of the slaves noted in the 1840 U.S. 
census had died before Austin's 1842 will, they can be 
identified by name and placed in their age categories.  
Fanny, who was between 10 and 24 years old was the 
mother of four children; Peter - under 10 years old, Jack 
- under 10 years old, Maria - under 10 years old, and 
Riley - under 10 years old.  Henry and Ellick were both 
between 10 and 24 years old. Mary was between 10 and 
24 years old and her child had probably not been born as 
of the 1840 census count, which would have made her 
less than 2 years old. 

On 27 January 1846, Austin executed his final will.23 He 
made the same two provisions as he had in the first will 
and recorded two additional names for Fanny's children, 
Frank and Billey. He also listed Mary's children as 
Lewis, Mary Jane, and Martha. The two additional 
names of Frank and Billey as children listed for Fanny 
also correspond to the names and ages of people later 
listed with her in the 1860 Census.24 Oral and recorded 
history provide that the names of Fanny's children were 
the same as those listed in Austin's wills, which had 
provided 6 of the eventual 13 children's names. 

By 1850, Austin was 70 years old and was still the sole 
free person living on his land.25 A separate U.S. Slave 
Census was taken in addition to the census for free 
persons. Slaves were still not listed by name, but were 
instead noted under the slave owner's name with a 
description of them by age, sex, and coloration (b = 
black or m = mulatto). Thomas Austin owned sixteen 
slaves.26 They were described as follows:  30 f/m; 27 
m/m; 24 f/m; 22 m/m; 17 m/m; 14 m/m; 11 m/m; 11 
m/m; 12 f/m; 7 f/m; 5 m/m; 4 f/m; 5 m/m; 3 f/m; 1 f/m; 
and 9 month old f/m. What was interesting to note was 
that all of them were mulatto. 

On the same census sheet that Thomas Austin's slaves 
were recorded, there were eighteen other slave owners 
listed with their slaves. Many of the slave owners listed 
had a mulatto slave or two amongst those described as 
"black," but only on Thomas Austin's property were all 
the slaves mulattos. In Clay County, there were 2742 
slaves listed as Negroes and 476 mulattos.27 If Austin 
owned sixteen of them, he owned a little over 3 percent 
of the entire population of mulattos in Clay County.  

One of his slaves was noted as being a 30 year old 
mulatto female. In census records, ages listed are often 
higher or lower than the person's actual age. However, as 
it corresponds to ages later used by her, it is believed 
that the woman listed as a 30 year old mulatto was in 
fact Fanny. In the 1846 will, Austin had called Fanny 
"my negro woman slave Fanny." The first census to 



 Austins of America FEBRUARY 2001 

 

PAGE 730 

record her by name listed that Fanny was "black, " but 
later census records would describe her as both black 
and mulatto.28 This information clearly flies in the face 
of Fanny's physical appearance and her great 
granddaughter's previously discussed beliefs about her. 

Using the 1850 slave census, oral history, and the names 
of Austin's known adult slaves and their children, ages 
may be better identified. As it would have been Austin 
that would have had to provide the information, the 
inclination would be to give greater credence to those 
listed  ages. The owner was more apt to know exactly 
how old his slave (property) was than was the slave. If 
placed adjacent to their proposed ages, they would be: 
Fanny - 30; Ellick - 27; Mary - 24; Henry - 22; Peter - 
17; Jack - 14; Lewis - 11; Riley - 11; Maria - 12; Mary 
Jane - 7; William - 5; Martha - 4; Frank - 5; Frankie 
(Fanny's child) - 3; and Eliza Ann (Fanny's child) - the 1 
year old or the 9 month old. One female child would be 
unaccounted for, however, it should be noted that no 
record was made of Mary's children after 1846. 

"Beginning of This Clan" provided that Fanny had asked 
"her father, a slave owner," to buy Frank for her. All 
evidence supports that Fanny Austin was the 
unacknowledged/unrecorded daughter of Thomas Austin 
and a slave. Probate and census records show that Austin 
was a slave owner who owned Fanny. Family history 
and census records show that both Thomas Austin and 
Fanny Austin were born in Virginia.29 Thomas Austin 
exclusively owned mulatto slaves and Fanny was so fair 
skinned that even her great grandchildren believed that 
she was white. There were never any other recorded 
whites living on the property other than Thomas Austin.  
The property that Thomas Austin owned was adjoining 
the property owned by Thomas Peebley, Frank's owner. 
As Fanny was with Thomas Austin in Missouri when 
she would have seen Frank, she could only have asked 
him about the purchase of Frank. Therefore, Thomas 
Austin was Fanny's father. Fanny was a slave and her 
father was her owner.  

Freedom For Fanny and Frank 

Thomas Austin died in 1853 and beginning in September 
of that year through November 1856, Austin's estate's 
executors collected money on the sale of items (as 
directed in his wills).30 In November 1856, as part of 
their final settlement for Austin's estate, the executors 
paid "Fanny Austin," "Mary Austin," "Ellick 
Austin,"and "Henry Austin" (as they were then calling 
themselves) $550.00 each as their share of the remainder 
of the estate. However, it seems that Fanny actually 
received an additional $250.00, which brought her total 
to $800.00.31 It is unknown what possessed Thomas 
Austin to ensure the future of all of his slaves, but he did 

so by his wills.  Perhaps, Austin knew that he could do 
in death what the times and his own conscious would not 
allow him to do in life; free his slaves. 

In contrast to his neighbor, Thomas Peebley apparently 
did not leave a will, nor did he make any provisions for 
his slaves. The Peebley heirs placed a newspaper ad to 
announce their intent to have a public auction to sell the 
slaves from the estate and later one announcing the 
actual auction itself.32 It provided that on the first 
Monday in April 1858, the following slaves would to be 
sold:  Nathan - age about 30; George-Ann - age about 
30, along with her 8 month old daughter; Elizabeth - age 
about 25, and her three children (a 2 year old girl,  a 10 
month old girl, and her 6 year old son named John); 
Frank - age about 44; and Ephraim - age about 33.  

Overlooking any previous arrangements Austin and 
Peebley had regarding Frank and Fanny, Frank was to be 
placed on the auction block. By all previous accounts, 
Frank's age would have been closer to 58 years old, yet 
he was listed as 44. As he was obviously in good shape 
and he most likely looked younger than his actual age, 
it's possible that no one knew Frank's exact age. It is also 
possible that it was a deception to obtain a better bid for 
him. What is known with certainty is that he was to be 
sold to the highest bidder and there was nothing that 
Fanny could do about it. Or was there?  

On 5 April 1858, at the court house in Liberty, Missouri, 
the sale occurred.33 Fanny went to the auction in order to 
participate in the event that could have separated her 
family forever. From somewhere, the idea came for 
Fanny to purchase Frank, herself. In fact, their only real 
hope was for her to buy his freedom. Although there is 
no record of it, it is believed that Peter (their oldest son)  
accompanied Fanny to the auction. Based on adjusted 
age calculations, Peter would have been a grown man 
between 22 and 25 years old. They were about to bid for 
his father's freedom and as the oldest son, it is 
reasonable to assume that he wouldn't have allowed his 
mother to attend the sale alone.  

No historic account of this incident can provide the 
internal thoughts of the parties involved or the exact 
details of the scene. The anticipation associated with the 
sale of Frank would have created  tension that cut to the 
core of  the couple. By this time, they were the parents 
of eight children and they had been "together" for more 
than twenty years. She'd been manumitted five years 
before this auction date. However, he'd remained a slave; 
property that could be bought and sold at will. This was 
their only true hope. If she didn't purchase him, he would 
undoubtedly remain a slave the rest of his life. Would 
the money from her father's estate be enough? After 
more than twenty years of being separate but together, 
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she was there to try to buy her "husband's" freedom and 
if she failed, he would most likely be lost to her forever.  

The handwritten report of the sale of the slaves does not 
indicate whether it was written in the exact order of the 
auction. It does provide the names of the slaves and who 
bid the most for each. The next to last recorded bid for 
that afternoon noted, "And Fanny Austin having bid the 
highest and best bid for an negro man named Frank aged 
about 44 years, and having given her note with sufficient 
security, payable twelve months after date for the sum of 
nine hundred & ten dollars and 50/100, the same was 
stricken off to her." Fanny used the same system that had 
enslaved her and her entire family to obtain Frank's 
freedom. Tears had to have flowed from each out of fear, 
relief, and mostly joy. Thomas Austin had not purchased 
Frank for Fanny. She had done it herself. The report also 
notes that Henry Austin (another of Thomas Austin's 
former slaves) purchased Elizabeth and her 10 month old 
daughter for $1,340.00. His family continued to lived 
near Frank and Fanny's for the next 20 years.34 

The year following Fanny's purchase of Frank, her name 
was recorded in another legal document. On 27 April 
1859, Fanny took a Darius Sessions and a John Story to 
court.35 On 6 June 1858, Sessions and Story had made a 
promissory note to Fanny for $450.00, due the next day, 
and then had not paid her. There is no information as to 
what the contract had been made over or why the two 
had not paid Fanny. However, Fanny won her court case 
and the two were ordered to pay her the original sum 
plus an additional $10.00 for the cost of the law suit. 
Why had Fanny taken the two to court? Two months 
before the agreement, she had made a promissory note of 
her own for Frank's freedom. It would have provided a 
very strong incentive to collect such a large debt. 

Frank, Fanny, and their family continued to live in 
Fishing River Township for the next few years under the 
last name of Peebley.36 By 1860, the group consisted of 
Frank, age 55; Fanny - 43; Peter - 22, Jack - 20, Maria - 
17; Riley - 16; Frank - 15; William - 14; Jane37 - 12; 
Eliza - 8; Alexander - 6; and Agnes -  4. That was the 
last time Jack or Maria were located living with the 
family in any other known document. 

An anecdotal story in the family history told of Peter 
Austin being shot in the side by Quantrill's Raiders.38 
Peter was working in the field and someone in the group 
shot him while they were on their way to burn the town 
of Lawrence, Kansas. Peter survived and recovered from 
his wounds. Although historic documents do not record 
that particular event, they do provide  historic events that 
suggest its occurrence. Two of Quantrill's raiders had 
been the James brothers (Jessie and Frank), who were 
from the town of Kearney, Missouri, which was just 

North of Fishing River Township.39 The James family 
owned slaves themselves and were sympathetic to the 
Confederate cause. Quantrill's guerrillas attacked towns 
in Missouri and Kansas that were sympathetic to the 
Union. On 21 August 1863, Quantrill's Raiders attacked 
and burned the town of Lawrence, Kansas.  The story of 
Peter's shooting along with the attack on Lawrence seem 
to fall in line with the next series of events. 

As the Civil War had been ongoing for two years, Frank 
Peebley's family must have discussed its implications. 
Peter was apparently shot as a by-product of the war and 
it had to have created discord within the family.  Frank 
Austin, Jr. apparently was not going to sit by any longer. 
He moved to Kansas and shortly after arriving, Frank, Jr. 
enlisted in the 2nd Color Kansas Infantry of the United 
States Army on 7 September 1863.40  The date was just 
three weeks after his brother had allegedly been shot. At 
that time, Frank, Jr. was described as 20 years old, 6 feet 
tall with black hair and eyes and a yellow complexion. 
On 13 December 1864, the 2nd Kansas Colored Infantry 
became part of the 83rd U.S. Colored Infantry 
Regiment.41 During their tenure, 245 men died in the 
regiment. More than 200 died of disease and the rest 
were killed or mortally wounded. Frank, Jr. served as a 
private in Company F throughout the war. The regiment 
was discharged at Leavenworth, Kansas on 27 
November 1865.42 

Shortly after Frank, Jr.'s move, the rest of the family also 
moved to Kansas sometime around 186343 and were 
using the name of  "Austin."44 Census records provided 
the names of the last two of Frank and Fanny's children 
(Henry and Jube), who were listed as  9 years old and  4 
years old, respectively.45 The members of the family 
continued to live in Kansas for the rest of their lives. 

A Generation Passes On 

By 1895, Frank and Fanny were living with their son 
Jube and his family in Dragoon Township.46 They were 
both mistakenly noted as originally being from 
Kentucky and listed as being 88 years and 80 years old, 
respectively.  It was the last documentary evidence of 
Frank and Fanny together. The information about Frank 
being purchased by Fanny almost slipped into the cracks 
of history. It's reference was recorded for posterity in 
Frank's 1898 obituary.47 It was an incongruent statement 
with the legacy that Mrs. Frey had left and it stood out. 
But, had that statement not been there, the later research 
would not have made sense. The date of the purchase 
and the exact price were not correct, but that's just 
another example that oral history is the starting point to 
research into genealogical history. The following was his 
obituary:  "Frank Austin, Sr., a highly respected colored 
citizen died Thursday, May 12, at the home of his son 
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Jube Austin. The remains were interred Saturday in the 
Burlingame Cemetery. Deceased was ninety-eight years 
old at the time of death. Mr. Austin was born Kentucky 
and was bought out of slavery in 1857 by his wife for 
$950. He had been a member of the Baptist Church for 
forty years and helped organize the colored Baptist 
Church of this city. Deceased was the father of thirteen 
children, twenty-eight grandchildren and fourteen great 
grandchildren. To the sorrowing relatives is extended the 
sympathy of all." 

Following Frank's death, Fanny continued to live with 
her son, Jube. In 1900, she was described as 80 years old 
and having eight of her thirteen children still alive.48 
Based on that information, the living children would 
have been Peter, Frank, William, Frankie, Eliza, 
Alexander, Jube and Henry. In a 1902 pension 
deposition for Lizzie Austin (the widow of Frank, Jr.), 
Jube Austin, who by then was living in the town of 
Ottumwah, Kansas stated the following about Fanny:49  
"My mother lives with me. She is very old - how old I do 
not know. She is almost totally deaf and her memory is 
gone so she cannot remember anything. It would [be] 
almost an impossibility to ask her about it so she could 
understand and if she understood she could not 
remember; her mind is so near a blank." By 1905, the 
family was shown to be living in Burlingame again and 
Fanny, who was listed as 90 years old was shown with a 
place of birth that  appears to be "Alvemile"(probably 
intended to be Albemarle), Co., Virginia.50 

Fanny's last census record was in 1910.51 She was still 
living with Jube in Burlingame, Kansas. Her age was 
listed as 93 and noted that she had only five of her 
thirteen children alive at the time. The number of living 
children recorded appears to be incorrect.52 Fanny died 
shortly after the census was taken. She is buried next to 
Frank.53 The grave site is Lot 94 of the Burlingame 
Cemetery, which prior to 1983 was marked only by a 
small stone. Her name in the 1910 Kansas Census and 
on cemetery records was "Frances." Her obituary was as 
follows:54 "Mrs. Fannie Austin, aged ninety years, died 
Wednesday afternoon, June 8th, at the home of her son, 
Jube Austin. Mrs. Austin was born in West Virginia and 
came to Burlingame about thirty years ago. The funeral 
will be held tomorrow (Friday) at 2:00 p.m. She leaves 
four sons and two daughters to mourn her death, Alex, 
Jube, Will and Henry Austin, Mrs. John Bolden and 
Mrs. J.A. Mitchell." 

Genealogical Summary 

1. Thomas1 Austin was born between 1766 and 1780 in 
Virginia, and died in Clay County, Missouri in 1853.  
The preponderance of the evidence suggests that he was 
the son of Henry and Sarah Harrison Austin of 

Albemarle County, Virginia,55 although no document 
specifically points that out.  Austin exclusively owned 
mulatto slaves and there are no known records of his 
ever marrying; however, he fathered of a least one 
mulatto slave daughter with an unacknowledged slave 
woman. 

The child of the Thomas1 Austin and the 
unacknowledged slave woman was: 

+  2  i.  FRANCES "FANNY"2 AUSTIN, born between 
1817 and 1820 in or around  Fluvanna County, 
Virginia,56 died 8 June 1910, Burlingame, Kansas.57 She 
married Frank (Peebley) Austin.58   

2. Fanny2 Austin (Thomas1) was born into slavery 
between 1817 and 1820, in or around Fluvanna County, 
Virginia, and died 8 June 1910, Burlingame, Kansas. Per 
Thomas1 Austin's (her father's) will, she was 
manumitted upon his death in 1853. Fanny married 
Frank (Peebley) Austin, who was born about 7 June 
1800, in Kentucky59 and died 12 May 1898, Burlingame, 
Kansas.60 Frank had also been a slave and was the son of 
a Negro slave and an Indian woman. Frank was bought 
out of slavery by Fanny on 5 April 1858, for $910.50. 
Frank and Fanny were buried next to each other in the 
Burlingame Cemetery.61 

During the Civil War, the family moved from Missouri 
to Kansas. Through the decades that followed, the family 
generally lived in fairly close proximity to one another.  
Eventually, the family was centered in Osage County 
(Burlingame and Osage City), Kansas. 

The children of Frank Peebley and Frances Austin were: 

+ 3 i. PETER3 AUSTIN, born between 1833 and 1838 
in Clay County, Missouri;62 died 9 April 1908 in 
Burlingame, Kansas.63 Peter, who was a farmer by trade 
and owned is own home free and clear, never learned to 
read or write.64 Later in life, he worked as a day 
laborer.65  He married Mahala Noland, the daughter of 
two slaves owned by an individual named Mr. Noland.66 
Noland allowed Mahala's father to go to various fairs 
and sell cakes and pies in order to buy his wife's, 
Mahala's, and his own freedom.67 He had to leave two of 
his sons in slavery. Mahala was born 21 October 1840 in 
Independence, Missouri, and died 25 June 1910 in Osage 
City, Kansas, Osage.68 After Peter's death, Mahala 
moved to Osage City and was recorded in the 1910 
Kansas census as being a 69 year old widow that had her 
daughter,  son-in-law, and their children living with 
her.69 Peter and Mahala were buried in the Burlingame 
Cemetery, Burlingame, Kansas.70  

4 ii. JACK PEEBLEY, born between 1836 and 1840 in 
Clay County, Missouri;71 died between 1860 and 1900, 
although an exact date is unknown.72 He was listed as 
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one of the named children in Thomas Austin's wills, but 
following the listing the in 1860 Clay County census, it 
is unknown what became of Jack. 

5 iii. MARIA PEEBLEY, born between 1838 and 1843 
in Clay County, Missouri;73 died between 1860 and 
1900, although an exact date is unknonwn.74 She was 
listed as one of the named children in Thomas Austin's 
wills, but following the listing the in 1860 Clay County 
census, it is unknown what became of Maria. 

6 iv. RILEY AUSTIN, born between 1839 and 27 
January1842 in Clay County, Missouri;75 died between 
1865 and 1900, although an exact date is unknown.76 
Riley was one of the named children in wills of Thomas 
Austin, but following the 1865 census, it is unknown 
what became of him.  

+ 7 v. FRANK AUSTIN, JR., born about 1845 in Clay 
County, Missouri;77 died 28 May 1901 in Burlingame, 
Kansas.78 Frank moved to Kansas and joined the Union 
Army's 2nd Kansas Colored Infantry. After his discharge 
from the Army, he returned to Kansas and worked as a 
day laborer and saw mill worker.79 A year or two after 
the discharge, he married Sarah Jane Franklin at 
Lawrence.80  Frank and Sarah had six children.81 Sarah 
died in 187982 and he married Elizabeth Hinds, 18 
November 1884 at Burlingame, Kansas.83 They had no 
children together.84 

+ 8 vi. WILLIAM AUSTIN, born between August 1842 
and 27 January 1846 in Clay County, Missouri;85 died 
between 1910 and December 1929, although an exact 
date is unknown.86  William, who was a janitor was 
married to a woman named "Katie" and had at least one 
son, but that son was borne to someone else.87 Following 
the listing in the1900 census, the events of his life are 
unknown. 

+ 9 vii. FRANKIE AUSTIN, born about 1848 in Clay 
County, Missouri; died 31 December 1929 of chronic 
heart disease in Burlingame, Kansas.88 She married John 
H. Bolden 4 August 1869 at Perry, Kansas, who was a 
day laborer.89 The couple had five children.90 J.H. 
Bolden died in1927, at Burlingame, Kansas and the two 
are buried together.91 

+ 10 viii. ELIZA ANN AUSTIN, born about 1849 in 
Clay County, Missouri;92 died 8 May 1913 of a diabetic 
coma in Dragoon Township, Kansas.93 She married 
James Andrew Mitchell, 15 April 1874 .94 J.A. Mitchell 
was a farmer and Eliza Ann was a house wife.95  J.A. 
Mitchell died on 8 August 1915.96 The couple had five 
children together.97 Both were buried in the Burlingame 
Cemetery.98 

11 ix. ALEXANDER AUSTIN, born between 1852 and 
1856 in Clay County, Missouri;99 died between 1910 and 

1929.100 In the 13 June 1902 deposition for Lizzie 
Austin, he stated, "I am 46 years old... I have lived here 
about 23 or 24 years. Frank Austin was my 
brother...Frank was about 8 years older than I. I don't 
know my exact age but it is not far from 45 years. I was 
born in Clay county, Mo..."101 

Alex was a farm laborer, but owned his own home free 
and clear and unlike some of his other siblings had 
learned to read and write.102 Sometime around 1883, he 
married a Missouri born woman by the name of Judy 
Ann (Annie), who had been born in August 1861.103  The 
couple never had children.104 

12 x. JULIA AUSTIN, born about 1854 in Clay County, 
Missouri;105 died between 1865 and 1900, but an exact 
date is unknown.106 Following her listing in the 1865 
census, no further information has been revealed of her 
life. 

13 xi. AGNES AUSTIN, born about 1856 in Clay 
County, Missouri;107 died between 1870 and 1900, but 
and exact date is unknown.108 Following her listing in the 
1870 census, no additional information has been located 
regarding her. 

+ 14 xii. JUBE AUSTIN, born about 1861 in Clay 
County, Missouri;109 died 10 April 1937 in Topeka, 
Kansas and was buried in the Burlingame Cemetery.110 
Around 1885,111 he married Almadie Thomas, a daughter 
of Wesley Thomas.112 Almadie died 20 April 1935 in 
Topeka and was buried in the Burlingame Cemetery.113 
Jube was a farmer that owned his own farm and learned 
to read and write.114 The couple had nine children 
together. Although the couple resided in the Burlingame 
area most of their lives, they chose to live in Topeka, 
Kansas late in life.115 

+ 15 xiii. HENRY AUSTIN, born 28 June 1865 in 
Williamston, Kansas;116 died 10 November 1941 in 
Topeka, Kansas and is buried in Burlingame 
Cemetery.117 In about 1882, he married Katie Thomas 
(also apparently known as "Amanda") and the couple 
had seven children together.118 Henry learned to read and 
write and was a coal miner by trade, but sometime 
around 1908, he and his family moved to the Topeka 
area.119 He had been the last surviving child of Frank and 
Fanny's Austin.  

Conclusion 

When oral family history and documentary research are 
joined together, available information about formerly 
enslaved families can be a target rich environment for a 
researcher. Too often one type of information is negated 
for the exclusive use of the other. Census records are 
only as good as the information of the person that 
supplied the answers to the questions. The above family 
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history shows inconsistent ages for individuals in 
consecutive records. When researching family histories, 
it is extremely important to tap into the recollections and 
memories of elders, as those will be the anchor points 
for documentary research. By the same token, it is 
important to try to verify and document those 
recollections with historic evidentiary  research. 

The writer is deeply indebted to Mrs. Pearl Frey's vision, 
wisdom, and forethought of beginning the written legacy 
of her family.  Without her instruction, guidance, and 
spirit, her descendants would not have perpetuated, 
understood, or researched their legacy.  Mrs. Frey, 
whose own crystal clear blue eyes must have resembled 
those of her great grandmother's (Fanny) was the great 
grandmother of the writer.  
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