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CHARLES C. AUSTIN OF

AUSTINVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA

AND SCOTTS HILL, TENNESSEE

by Kenny Alan Miller

Editor’s Note: Charles C. Austin is the great-great-great-grandfather
of Kenny Alan Miller of Madison, Alabama. He goes by ‘Alan’.

Charles C. Austin was the first settler in Henderson
County, Tennessee, in the place now known as Scotts
Hill.  His biography and others appear in Reference [1],
which is now is out of print. Only about a thousand copies
were printed, but efforts are being made to reprint it.

Here is what I have in my database about him. Charles
Austin was born 26 March 1796 in rural Anson County,
North Carolina in a community known Austinville. He
was the son of Richard Austin and Sarah Morgan. He
was first married to Phoebe Ellen Woodward at a
location near Charlotte, North Carolina. Five of their
children were born in North Carolina and the other seven
were born after they move to Tennessee around 1825
and settled in present day Henderson County just west of
present day town of Scotts Hill.

According to family history passed down, Charles came
over first without the family to scout out the land and
then went back to North Carolina to bring them to his
land. They traveled in wagons, two-wheel carts, by horse-
back, and afoot making the journey in about six weeks.
They probably came by the overland route through
Charlotte, Asheville and Warm Springs (now called Hot
Springs) in North Carolina.

They likely crossed over the Appalachian Mountains by
following the French Broad River gap into Tennessee
via Dandridge, Knoxville and Kingston, then through the
Cumberland Mountains at Crossville, Sparta,
McMinnville, probably southwestward to Pulaski or
Columbia, possibly following the Natchez Trace for a
short distance in the vicinity of Waynesboro, crossing
over the Tennessee River at Carrollsville near present
day Clifton.

The remaining twenty miles was probably uncharted
dense woods where deer, bear, and much small game
lived. He was the first settler to arrive in the area now
known as Scotts Hill, Tennessee. He was a large-framed
tall man, and he quickly built a log cabin for his family
about one and a half miles southwest of the present day
Scotts Hill, Tennessee.  [The first store owner Macajah
Scott did not arrive until the late 1820's or early 1830's
with his family.]

Charles Austin homesteaded about thirteen hundred
acres of land west of present day Scotts Hill, Tennessee.
A few years later his brothers Morgan, James and
Jeremiah moved to the Scotts Hill area and settled. The
Charles Austin family continued to grow from the five
who came from North Carolina to twelve.  He served as
a Justice of the Peace in Scotts Hill and farmed his large
acreage with the help of his large family.  His land was
divided up numerous times when his children married
and was passed to his descendants.  Some of the land is
still owned by his descendants who were many.

Charles C. Austin married second to Beatrice “Beady”
Presley. In the 1870 Census [4] of Henderson County,
Tennessee, Charles was a farmer age 76 and had $1000
real estate and $300 in personal property, and his second
wife ‘Beady’ is age 75. Both of them were born in North
Carolina. Charles died in Scotts Hill on 28 December
1878. Charles had twelve children by his first wife [5]:

HULDA AUSTIN
RACHEL AUSTIN
EPHRIAM HENRY AUSTIN
MAHALIA AUSTIN
PLEASANT AUSTIN
ALFRED CHARLES AUSTIN
ABIGAIL AUSTIN
GEORGE WASHINGTON AUSTIN
JAMES MADISON AUSTIN
FRANCIS MARION AUSTIN
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN AUSTIN
CYNTHIA AUSTIN
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