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THE AUSTIN FAMILY OF MAINE

by Algernon Linwood Eastman

Editor’s Note: The following information is based on the author’s 1956
manuscript “The Austin Family,” digitized in 2006 from AFGS Library
Ref. Bk. 477 by Carol Robinson Austin of Garden Grove, California,
as part of the AFGS Austin-Austen Documents Digitization Project.

From Memoirs of Rev. Paul Coffin, D.D., Missionary
Trip on Maine 1798, Sept. 8th Farmington, Maine.
(Maine Historical Society’s Collections, v.4, p. 364.
“Gave advice to the family of Mr. Austin, took his son
Charles, and rose three bad miles (this was horse back)
to cousin Jacob Pearlys of Tyngtown.” The Mr. Austin
referred to was Charles Henry Austin, Sr., 1/4th blood
Abnaki Indian.

Charles Austin, Jr., first mention found in Sprague’s
Journal of History of Maine, v.7, p.42.
List of voters in Berlin in 1831 (now a part of Phillips).
The Legislature of Maine by an act passed Jan. 31, 1824
incorporated the town of Berlin which comprised all of
that Plantation No. 6 in County of Oxford which lies &c
---- with the inhabitants thereof.
In 1846 the former act was repealed and part of the town
was annexed to the town of Phillips in County of
Franklin. Recently Mr. Buel Cook, Asst. Librarian of the
Law Library, Brookline, N.Y., presented to the Maine
State Library the following list:
Samuel Aspinwall, Thomas Aspinwall, Charles Austin,
and a long list follows. Signed, Ichabod Foster, Joel
Judkins, Selectmen of Berlin.
We don’t know how old Charles Austin, Jr. was when he
guided Elder Coffin from Farmington to Tyngtown
[Editor’s Note: Tyngtown is now Wilton, Maine].

He evidently married Sarah Mary Burgess of Wayne or
Livermore. Hewed out a farm, lived in a log cabin and
raised six children in Berlin where my Grandmother was
born in 1816, Mercy Burgess Austin married Alden Frost.

Mercy Burgess Austin, born in Berlin (Phillips, Me.)
May 14, 1816, died Aug. 11, 1890 in Mexico, Me.
Buried in Chapel yard, Mercy B. Frost wife of Alden
Frost. Married 2nd Daniel Hall and inherited all of his
property in West Peru. She is buried beside her first
husband Alden Frost in Chapel yard, Mexico.
They had four daughters, Ann m. Holman Richardson;
Alice P., m. Orlando Haines Eastman, Jan. 23, 1865, by
J. [V?] Eliot, J.P., Rumford; Orie.
After she married Alden Frost they lived in a log house
he built, square dove tailed logs, also a barn. With flat

field stone door step hauled to place by oxen, this was on
Old Car Mountain or Notch into Back Kingdom to
Popple Hill. They then moved to a frame building. Now
year 1956, last house above Waltons School House.
Where they raised and lost two daughters, Arie and
Orisa with T.B., and Alice my mother died with it.
I remember Granddad Alden’s funeral, a long cavalcade
of mourners. Charles and Willard Eastman made the box
to hold the casket from some very wide pine boards he
had been saving. These boards were used as cover and
under him as he lay in wait in the cornfield for a bear, to
keep his powder dry. My mother told me that she and
three sisters lay awake listening for the roar of the
muzzle loader. Grandsire Alden had no hay wagon so he
hauled in hay on a staked stone drag oxen. I remember
the patch of Flax blue flowers and Grandma’s loom and
dye pot, [very odious.--not sure this is right; very hard to
read.]  The bent Pin Hook he rigged up to fish in the
meadow, age of five years, near Abed B’s place.
Mercy Frost married in West Peru, Me., in 1885, Capt.
Daniel Hall, he was 80 years old at the time. He willed
all of his estate to her. She was 69 years. He was born
May 12, 1805, died April 5, 1886. Buried in Stiles
graveyard, South Dickvale. He had two sons and one
daughter, Emiline lived in California. The new Church
bell in West Peru tolled the first time at his funeral, 81
times it struck.
I remember going to church with him and began to
whistle, he stopped me because it was sacrilegious.
My Father and Mother, Alice P. Eastman, Mercy’s dau.,
went to live with them and took care of Capt. Daniel. I
think Capt. Daniel had a Masonic funeral. Mercy died at
her daughter’s (Aunt Ann Richardson, nee Burgess) in
Back Kingdom, Mexico.
Mr. William Woodsum, J.P., father of Nathaniel and
Madison, read the will of Capt. Hall. I think his trade
was carpenter, there was a plate over the front door
Phoenix Insurance Co. Sarah his wife was born Nov. 21,
1807, died Dec. 17, 18--.

Melinda Austin, (great aunt), b. Aug. 14, 1828, d. May
21, 1898 - 70. Married Alpheus Burgess, son of Obed
[crossed out and Ebenezer written over], b. Nov. 13,
1819, d. April 16, 1891 age 72. Children:

SOPHIA BURGESS, b. Mar. 9, 1860, d. Feb. 20, 187-
EBENEZER BURGESS
MIRAH BURGESS, m. Mont Babb
CHARLES BURGESS, m. Annie Holman
HERBERT M. BURGESS, m. Edith Smith, 2nd unknown.
MELISSA BURGESS, m. John Putnam
ISABELLA BURGESS, m. John Leavit; dau. Minnie
ALICE BURGESS, m. Dana Eastman
SARAH BURGESS, m. Haines Daniel
SOPHIE BURGESS ?
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Amanda Austin, married Caleb E. Walker. Caleb
mustered into Co. F 23 Vol. Sept. 29, 1862, mustered
out July 15, 1863. He has since died. Page 183 History
of Rumford.  I visited my Great Aunt Amanda, widowed,
living with her son John Sewall on the old homestead in
West Bethel, Me. One winter he had a logging job up
Wild River, Mother, Alice P. Eastman and Orlando H.
Eastman, Dad, had a team and hauled hemlock bark and
another cooked for the crew. I was about four years old
that year (1882). Birch wood was cut for Alf Bean’s
mill-yard, West Bethel. No church record of marriage,
so it must have been 1850-51. Children:

MARY A. WALKER, b. Mar. 18, 1853
CHARLES A. WALKER, b. Apr. 9, 1857
JOHN “SEWALL” WALKER, b. Nov. 9, 1859
WEBSTER E. WALKER

John “Sewall” Walker married Eldora, the daughter of
Harrison Burgess, Burgess Hill, Peru, annexed to
Rumford.
The woods crew were kicking about the monotonous
fare (1182) and were demanding a change from beans
twenty-one times a week. Uncle Caleb had been out to
town and I heard the bells and ran out and spied a bag of
corn meal on the sled and ran into the camp and cried
out “Boys we are going to have a change”.
Aunt Amanda was tall and swarthy like all the Austins.
Copy of a letter from Mrs. A. M. Bean:

Mr. Eastman Dear Sir

Your letter at hand and will say that I am very
glad to send you a copy of my Uncle Sylvester
Smith’s work (Recollection of A Busy Life). My
Grand Mother Rachel Walton married George
Eastman for her first husband. Sylvester J. Smith
was my mother’s Brother.

Very Sincerely,

       Mrs. A. M. Bean

Nov. 3rd 1932  Errol  N.H.

I don’t know if this is Alf Bean’s widow. My father
bought a horse named Bill in the spring of 1882 when
we lived on a farm on the East Shore of Roxbury Pond,
now called Silver Lake, and Dad promised to sell him
back to Mr. Bean and he did so when we went back on
Popple Hill to care for Grandmother Mercy Frost at
Grand-Dad Alden’s death.
Sewall Walker had some children.

Abigail Austin, married Harrison Burgess. Res. Burgess
Hill, Peru, annexed to Rumford. Last house left cross
road, turn right to Luther Austin’s Place, both houses are
burned or torn down when I was up there in Sept. 1956. I

remember Aunt Abigail’s home. Will find where they
are buried. Children:

OTIS BURGESS
BENJAMIN BURGESS
ELDORA BURGESS, who was deaf because of
Scarlet Fever, mar. Sewal Walker, West Bethel, son of
Amanda Austin and Caleb. See History of Rumford.

At Aunt Abigail’s I remember her loom spinning wheels
and the scolding for trying to weave with the shuttle. She
was tall and swarthy like an Indian.

The artichokes I dug and ate.

I visited the place Sept. 8th 1956, the buildings are gone.
Almeda Haines took care of Mr. Burgess and inherited
the place, she was the widow of Edward Haines, Civil
War Vet. Deserter but got his pension and his widow got
it, $12. a month. She had three children, Ed., Jr.; Lula
and Myrtle.

When we lived in East Rumford, on Grandmother’s
Place. Grandmother was housekeeper for Harrison
Burgess, after Great-aunt Abigail’s death. They came on
a visit and Harrison stuffed a dozen hens under the seat
of the Buckboard wagon and they all suffocated on the
trip, luckily it was cold weather and we had chicken
galore.

I must find where they are buried. All the children I can
remember are Benjamin, Otis and Eldora.

Luther Austin, son of Charles, born Nov. 25, 1812 (my
Great Uncle), mar. Deborah E. She was born Apr. 9,
1811, d. Jan 2, 1887, cancer of the tongue.

He hewed out a farm on Burgess Hill, last house on
cross road South, family building gone now 1856 [sic--
probably means 1956.] She outlived him, a big strong
man.

Deborah Austin, nee Stephens, was a Lady from
England, small very brilliant. She stayed with us that is
Alice P. and Orlando Eastman and Grandmother Mercy
Burgess Austin Frost Hall, Capt. Daniel Hall’s widow in
West Peru. I remember her well, she made me a Lord
Fauntleroy starched collar, wide, worn out side of the
coat. I felt self conscience about it, and at Sunday school
the kids plagued me.

In 1870, Luther as I remember was big and strong and
one time he came down to West Peru, Arnold Bro’s
Grist Mill and brought us a lot of Hemlock bark for fuel.
He said, “this morning I heard Elias Frost chopping
down trees and it sounded like a woodpecker, you
should have heard me proceeding into the big
Rockmaple and Yellow birch when I was clearing the
land for my farm. I had a jug of Rum, you could smell it
in my sweat.” Children:
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BARLOW P. AUSTIN, b. April 15, 1858 d. 1925 m.
Etta A. Burgess
PRESTON AUSTIN, b. June 22, 1847, d. December
17, 1823
STEPHEN AUSTIN, b. 8 June 1849 m. Nettie Pease
JOEL AUSTIN [Joseph was crossed out], b. 4 July
1851 d., m. Susie Heibbs
ANGELIA AUSTIN, b. 2 January 1840 d. 28 Decem-
ber 1903, m. Samuel Haines, had Lewis, Albert,
Alonzo & Eliphalet. Eliphalet mar. Susie Gowell, dau.
of Jonas G., res. W. Peru, Maine, had Geneva.
ANGELINE AUSTIN, b. 1 September 1842 d. 1893
m. Moses Dunton
GERTRUDE AUSTIN, b. 17 December 1843 m. Abel
Ryder
GEORGIA AUSTIN, b. 25 July 1845 m. Joseph
Dunton

Following information from Robert Austin, Virginia,
Rumford, Maine, Nov. 10, 1956. The grandson of Luther
and son of Preston Austin.
Bob, married Winnie Arsenault, dau. of John B.
Arsenault, they have a large family. Mrs. Katherine
Arsenault, widow of J. B. A. is living with her son, the
Rev. John T. Arsenault in Portland this date Nov. 10,
1956, she heads 5 generations living.
Sent Old Folks song to Bobs dau. Elizabeth, “The York
Shire Boy”.

John Austin, Sr., son of Charles, born 1811, one year
older than Luther.

John Sr. enlisted, so I was told by my Father O. H.
Eastman, that at the age of 45 years he dyed his hair and
gave his age a lot less, he couldn’t stand the forced
marches in battle. He gave it up, let his hair and beard
grow, got civilian clothes and straggled back North
undetected and moved his family to Canada. After the
war came back, but never asked for a pension.

He was a building framer with chalkline, broadaxe,
chisels, augers and level. To square up all timber and
make mortise and tenon wooden pins in preparation for
House raising, which was a grand time enjoyed by all.
The orders were “Give and take bearn” to slide the tenon
into place, to pin the whole side of the building that was
assembled on the ground and raise these at the word
“Raising”. Some times too much Rum and accidents,
afterwards big supper and dance.

I remember Uncle John was staying with his sister
Mercy one 4th of July in West Peru, my parents Alice
and Orlando Eastman and my self about 8 years old
(A.L.E., the writer). He just had to celebrate by firing a
gun at day break. He got an old muzzle loader cleaned
and loaded it the night before. I begged mother to call
me when Uncle John got up to fire the gun. I watched
him put the cap on the nipple, cock it and raise it in both

hands, thumb on trigger, barrel held horizontally over his
head. At the discharge it all most took the old man off
his feet, he staggered side ways, but he was satisfied that
he had done his patriotic duty.
Now let us look at the record: He was 78 years old in
1886, born in 1811, only 35 years after the
Revolutionary war of 1776. His Dad, Charles Austin
must have served in that 1812 war because we have a
button off his coat M.V.M. (Massachusetts Volunteer
Militia), this was before Maine separated in 1920.
His son John, Jr. was mustered into Co. G. Ninth Maine
Vol., Sept. 21st 1861, and was discharged for disability
by order of the Sec. of War Jan. 5, 1863.

Obed Burgess, buried in Van Ranseller Eastman’s lot
beside Van’s wife Lucy, Obed’s daughter. I remember of
his living one winter with my Aunt Ann Richardson nee
Frost, very old in his 80’s in the year 1888. The last
house is occupied on Popple Hill, Mexico (1956) by a
Lutheran who traced the deeds back to a Burgess. It was
where I was born and was in 1878 my grandfather Alden
Frost’s.
He, Obed, was the man that recovered the body of 3 yr.
old Margaret Walton below the Falls in Simpt? River
Hole.
He raised a large family and had a horse named “Tripp”
presumable after a Mormon Elder who married my Aunt
Phoebe Eastman, dau. of Haines Eastman. With this
horse he would haul out of the woods Cedar for hand
shaven shingles, Tripp would drag and get hung up on
trees but could extricate himself and the log.
Who was Bowers Walton? Buried in the Wyman
Churchyard, Peru annex, no dates on stone. I find the
name of Walton in History of Bath, Maine, first settler.
Artimus Walton, b. Sept. 4, 1788, d. Aug. 20, 1853.


