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Augustus Blackmar, whose demise occurred on the 8th of October, 1905, made his home in Marion for 

about forty-six years and was well known and highly esteemed as one of the city's most substantial and 

enterprising residents. He was born in Pennsylvania on the 14th of August, 1827, his parents being 

Anthony and Patricia (Welsh) Blackmar. The father was a school teacher by profession. Our subject 

obtained his education in the Keystone state and after putting aside his text-books worked at the 

wagonmaker's trade for a short time. When about thirty-two years of age he came direct to Marion, Iowa, 

here entering the general store of his uncle, H. H. Welsh, in whose service he remained for about twelve 

years. At the end of that time his uncle died and he then left the store and worked at his trade for a brief 

period. Later he became identified with industrial interests as a carpenter, working at that occupation for a 

number of years. During the last few years of his life he suffered from ill health. He was called to his final 

rest on the 8th of October, 1905, and his loss was deeply and sincerely mourned by all who knew him.  

 

On the 7th of April, 1858, Mr. Blackmar was united in marriage to Miss Eliza Ellen Hollenbeck, a 

daughter of Lawrence and Nancy (Harland) Hollenbeck. Her father, who was a native of New York state, 

died on the 24th of November, 1888. He was a very methodical man and Mrs. Blackmar has in her 

possession his day book or ledger, in which he kept his accounts dating back to August, 1844, and giving 

the name of each one with whom he did business and the amount of the same. He brought his family to 

this locality in 1842, at which time there were few white settlers in this region, and they often feared an 

uprising among the Indians. It was not an unusual thing for the settlers to sit up all night expecting to be 

attacked by the red men and driven from their land. 

 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Blackmar were born three children. Henry Augustus, the first in order of birth, died in 

infancy. Mary R. gave her hand in marriage to George T. Austin, by whom she had three children, 

namely: Harlow E., who passed away in 1889, when about nine years of age; Carl E., who is engaged in 

the grain business in Minneapolis; and Hubert H., who is associated with M. W. Savage, of the 

International Stock Food Company of Minneapolis. Miss Mabel Blackmar, whose birth occurred in 

Marion, is a graduate of the high school of this city and prepared for the profession of a trained nurse in 

the Presbyterian Hospital of Chicago, where for several years she was later employed as head nurse. For 

the past five years, however, she has been engaged as private nurse in the family of H. H. Rogers, of 

Standard Oil fame, and is now touring Europe with the family. 

 

Fraternally Mr. Blackmar was identified with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, holding all of the 

chairs in the local lodge. He was likewise a prominent member of the Presbyterian church, in which he 

served as deacon. At the time of his death he had attained the ripe old age of seventy-eight years and his 

life in all of its relations was actuated by high and honorable principles. His widow is also a valued 

member of the Presbyterian church and has an extensive circle of warm friends throughout the city which 

has been her home for more than a half century.  

 


