
SUFFIELD'S ANTHONY AUSTIN (1632-1708) 

AND THE PART HE PLAYED IN THE FOUNDING 

OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA UNBEKNOWN 

TO HIMSELF. 

 

Aside from those of Anthony's progeny documented in THE AUSTIN WARRIORS, Part I, I would call 

your attention to perhaps the most remarkable family of all his sons—that of Nathaniel, the youngest, 

born in Suffield in 1678. Nathaniel had four sons; Nathaniel (1704), Thomas (1705), Aaron (1716) and Daniel 

(1720). These four grandsons of Anthony's had a total of 15 sons who participated in the Revolutionary 

War, Indeed, two of their sires, Nathaniel and Aaron, answered the Lexington Alarm - they being members 

of the Militia in 1775, with Daniel's entry of  '79. 

So, we deal now with the 15 great grandsons of Anthony's, with elaborations on their service where 

documentation exists. 

Nathaniel (1704) moved into Sheffield, Massachusetts (Berkshire County) and of his seven sons, six 

fought as members of the Berkshire Regiment; Nathaniel (born 1734), John (1738), Joab (1740), Levi 

and Judah (twins 1743), and Elijah (1746).  

Thomas (1705) had five sons, four of which served. All except Seth were born in Suffield, Conn: 

Thomas (1742) was a Sergeant in the 4th Conn. Line and fought through the entire war plus wintering at 

Valley Forge 1777-78. His brothers were all Minute Men: Samuel (1746), Seth (1748, born Salisbury, 

Conn.), and Nathaniel (7754). Nathaniel was wounded in the left hand and “'upon his head" Sept 19, 

1777 at Stillwater NY. 

Aaron (1716) had six sons, all of whom fought. Aaron (1745) attained the highest rank of any Austin in 

the war, having promotions from a Lieutenancy in April 1775 to Lieut. Col. in February 1781. Samuel 

(1747) was a cavalry soldier. His claim to fame was as a member of General Washington’s "Life Guard" in 

the retreat through New Jersey and thus he received "one year's pay" from the father of our country. 

Cyrenus/Cyrenius (1750) was a Sergeant in Col. Hooker's Regiment  of Militia and is the only known Austin 

to succumb to smallpox. His death was among many occurring from various plagues in the Rev War. 

Nathaniel (1752), as a member of the Minute Men, was bounced around from the cavalry (5th Light Horse) 

units under four different Captains, and under two colonels and two majors - seven months of service in 1776-7 

and a possible fifth hitch in 1778 (see pages 144 and 145 of THE AUSTIN WARRIORS).  

Eusebius (1758) of Torrington was with the 9th Conn. Line for three years from March 1, 

1777 to March 1, 1780. In later life, after he became a physician and surgeon, a disability contracted in 1776 

which worsened by 1818 caused him to forego his chosen profession. In his own words: "Marsh fever I 

endured while serving in the Revolutionary War in 1776 attended with nervous sensations and a 

partial lockjaw. I became unable to pursue the duties of my profession by suffering a trembling in my hands 

which has increased as I have advanced in age." NOTE: There is some doubt in my mind that the fever occurred 

in 1776, although the figure "6" is quite clear and is apparently in Eusebius' hand. There is no 

record of his service in 1776 but part of his career in the army was at Morristown in 1780 wherein many 

many soldiers came down with "marsh fever".  

It may be that Eusebius simply used "Rev War 1776" as a commonality. Finally, we come to Eliphalet 

(1760) also of Torrington. He served a total of ten months - seven of them as a private in 1777 

and the remainder as a Sergeant with the 5th Light Horse in the summer of  '78; serving alongside one or two of 

his brothers. It should be noted here that Aaron (1716) had a total of 14 children and each of the older boys 

enlisted and I believe that all of them in Minute Men classifications were in the 5th Light Cavalry at one time or 

another. It is also interesting to note that Eliphalet, in later years, moved to Ohio and was the founder of 

Austinburg in that state.  



Daniel (1720), the fourth son of Nathaniel (1704) answered the call to arms at the age of 60 in July 1779 by 

linking up with his nephews in the 5th Light Horse. This was to stem the efforts of British General Clinton 

who opened the campaign of 1779 in June and attempted to bring on a major battle with Washington by 

burning and pillaging several towns in Connecticut (New Haven, Fairfield, Norwalk etc.). Thus the American 

Guards detachments and all able men responded to the challenge. Daniel, who had a houseful of girls, 

never had a boy old enough to participate in the early stages of the war and in 1779 his oldest, Cyrus, was but 

15 years of age. Daniel once again jumped into the fray in 1781 with the States Guards unit in New Haven 

with service of 5 months 10 days. 

All told, then we have 18 members of this family's male line in the war. How many from the female line is 

unknown because of the difficulty in following their husband's offspring. 
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