
Alternate Sources for Information about Austin Soldiers 
By Helen Cook Austin, Ph.D. 

 

Introduction: My personal ancestry includes a Prussian who helped defeat Napoleon at Waterloo, soldiers 

who fought in the PA Heavy Artillery in the Civil War, and one Confederate deserter who became a noted 

citizen of Tarentum, PA by 1867. His brother was a Lieutenant for Stonewall Jackson, “A brave 

Confederate Soldier”, quote from Cartmell “History of the Shenandoah Valley”. His father was the 

Reconstruction Sheriff of Winchester, VA until he was stabbed by an insane brother of a dead Confederate 

soldier. My Revolutionary War Veterans were a James Barr of New Jersey who fought with General 

Washington, and a Peter Poorman or Burman, a farmer, and Lancaster Minuteman who paid someone else 

to serve for him after his first duty. 

My father, Cpl. Charles L. Cook of Pittsburgh fought in battles in World War I in France where he was 

gassed with mustard gas.  In spite of that I am a native Houstonian born in Texas, three years after my 

parents came south from Pittsburg, PA to make a living during the Great Depression. I have no favorites on 

any side in any war.  I am a patriotic American and proud to wave our flag at any opportunity. 

In spite of all that, I married my Dear Vernon Austin, an Air Force aircraft mechanic who was serving 

during the Korean War at Bryan Air Force Base in Texas. After we married we lived in Park Place and he 

worked on private and corporate airplanes at Hobby Airport in Houston where Alan and Mark Austin were 

born.  We moved to Vernon’s North Alabama homeland in 1970, where I became an Alabamian and 

enjoyed learning about his ancestors, both Confederate soldiers and those who did not want to be involved 

in any wars.   So, here is some of what I have learned while searching for Austins who served our nation in 

many ways. 

 

 

You probably know that basic information for finding your Austin veteran is to look for the service 

record (Muster Rolls) on government microfilm which is available in many libraries or, in some cases, on 

the internet (Footnote.com) or on a list on the website of the National Park Service. Then look for a 

pension.  For Confederates you have to look in the records of the State Archives where the soldier lived 

when he got the pension or where he served.  For Union soldiers the index is available on several websites 

including Ancestry.com and Footnote.com. 

Finding out what happened to the fellow after the war is not so easy if he does not appear on the U. S. 

Census.  Is he still alive? 

Some of the records I have searched on the internet have surprisingly detailed information about the 

soldier or sailor.  Some records for the Civil War/ War of the Rebellion/ War of the Recent Unpleasantness 

or whatever you want to call it, are only for Confederate Soldiers.  Others are only for Union Soldiers.  

Some records for later wars, starting with the Spanish-American War might include men who served on 

both sides in the Civil War. 

Then there are the U. S. Soldiers that are Southerners and not “Yankees”.  Often they were children of 

Rev War Soldiers who were told at their father’s knee, “Be true to the Union at all costs”.  Maybe they 

never had anyone in their family who owned slaves, and thought the war was not their concern.  Some 

Alabamians moved to the Free State of Winston, Winston County, Alabama, because that County would 

not secede from the Union. 

Another category of soldiers of the Civil War were the “Galvanized Yankees”. There is no web site for 

them.  They are hard to find.  They served in both the Confederate and U. S. Army. Yes!  Galvanized! You 

have to first find an Austin Confederate soldier who either was captured by the Union and put in a prison, 

or deserted the Confederate Army.  This was usually near the end of the war when there were more 

prisoners than the prisons would hold or feed. Then you have to look at the Union records and see if the 

fellow got a pension from the Union or was enlisted in the Indian wars in the West. 

It seems that prisoners were promised their freedom if they would fight for the Union.  They were also 

promised freedom if they went West to fight the Indians. It was unlikely that they would ever see their 

Southern neighbors out there, and so would not feel disgraced.  It would be “fun to fight the Indians,” they 

were told. 

If the soldier was said to have died during the war or shortly thereafter, but you can’t find his grave 

near his family, there are several sources to look at.  He might be in the website for the National 



Cemeteries, or the websites for the prisons of the Civil War, or the cemeteries that were next to the 

National Homes (which I will mention next). 

If your soldier lived at home after the war and you find him on the 1870, 1880 census but not on the 

1900 or 1910 census, he might not have died.  Don’t assume that he did.   Look at the wonderful website 

that I used for my source in the series of articles that I have been writing for the AFAOA Newsletter, 

called, Austin Veterans in Homes for Disabled Soldiers.  You don’t have to go to the National Archives to 

see the microfilmed records.  They are on ancestry.com. The original NARA title for the film is: “Historical 

Register of National Homes for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, 1866-1938” M1749, 282 rolls. 

The thirteen stories I have compiled from the data on the Home registers and the U S Census data and 

other records I found have only scratched the surface of the list of Austins that are indexed on 

Ancestry.com, in order by the name and birth date of the Veteran.  So you can look for yourself at those 

records if you have a subscription or send me an email (helencaustin@afaoa.org ) and I will look for your 

fellow. 

The records end in 1938, because by then the Veteran’s Administration had been established by the 

Federal Government and many of the old Homes were converted into Veteran’s Hospitals.  Those are 

mostly the ones that had cemeteries next to them that became National Cemeteries.  Also, by that time, 

World War One veterans were forgiven if they were from the Southern U. S. and were admitted to the 

National Homes or Hospitals. You can do like I did, and print out a copy of the index from Ancestry by 

doing a simple copy/paste to Notepad or WORD. You might have to do it a page at a time. I always keep 

my Notepad on the extreme left side of my desktop so I can slide over the goodies from websites to save.  

Yes, elementary, I know.  I have to find shortcuts to do research the easy way. 

 

Source List: 

 

1. The AFAOA Newsletter stories about the veteran’s homes are from  Ancestry.com 

Historical Register of National Homes for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, 1866-1938; (National 

Archives Microfilm Publication M1749, 282 rolls). 

The Department of Veterans Affairs, Record Group 15; National Archives. 

 

2. The request for headstones for veteran’s graves. Ancestry.com 

Example: Do a search for Caleb D Austin or for Benjamin Austin, Co. C 9th Me Inf, Civil War.  

Or for Benjamin Austin d Apr 22, 1849. This is microfilm of cards for individual soldiers. 

 

3. The National Cemeteries: I think that Austins.org already posted this on their website.  The files 

have been sent to AFAOA for future web posting. 

http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov 

 

http://www.ancestry.com/  U. S Veterans Gravesites, ca 1775-2006. 

 

http://www.interment.net/us/nat/veterans.htm 

 

4. The Cemeteries next to the National Homes did not all become National Cemeteries. Look on the 

Historical Register (above) for deaths of residents.  Their burial may be posted. Also look to see 

if they were on a U S Census after they were released from the Home.  Sometimes they went 

home before they died to be buried with family. 

 

5. Civil War Prisons: several sources: http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/prisoners.htm. I extracted 36 

Austins from the Andersonville Prison in GA  

http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/prisoners.htm. Four Austins were prisoners of war but John T. Austin 

was a political prisoner at Ft. McHenry near DC. 

 

6. Southern Unionists: Many websites and books are available.  My article about the Austin Soldiers 

of the First Alabama Cavalry of the Union Army is forthcoming.  I will provide many references 

for that in the future. Here is a short list: 

 http://www.1stalabamacavalryusv.com a soldier’s database,  Joel Mize, Unionists of the Warrior 

Mountains of Alabama, Vol. B.  

mailto:helencaustin@afaoa.org
http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.interment.net/us/nat/veterans.htm
http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/prisoners.htm
http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/prisoners.htm
http://www.1stalabamacavalryusv.com/


Glenda McWhirter Todd. First Alabama Cavalry, U.S.A: Homage to Patriotism. 

 

7.   Galvanized Yankees: I learned about this from my mentor, Robert Scott Davis, genealogist 

extraordinaire and professor of Wallace State College in Alabama and the Civil War Roundtable 

of Huntsville, AL. His monthly newsletter is a goldmine for genealogy. 

robert.davis@wallacestate.edu  

 

8.   1890 Veterans Schedules on Ancestry.com:  This is for Union Veterans but sometimes you find 

Confederate soldiers listed by enumerators in Southern states. Twenty veterans or widows are 

listed in KY, TN, LA. 

mailto:robert.davis@wallacestate.edu

